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Aerial photographs of the proposed Cranes Mill Road Study Area with views to the 
northwest (top photo) and north (bottom photo).  Both photographs indicate 
unauthorized use of the study area by the general public. 



 
 

 
 
Photographs of the proposed Cranes Mill Road Study Area with a view to the north (top 
photo) identifying existing grassland habitat and a view to the south (bottom photo) 
identifying the Canyon Lake shoreline at the end of Cranes Mill Road.   
 



 
 

 
 
Photographs of the proposed Cranes Mill Road Study Area with a view (top photo) 
identifying the Canyon Lake shore line from the proposed boat ramp site east to the end 
of Cranes Mill Road and a view to the west (bottom photo) identifying buttonbush 
vegetation along the Canyon Lake shoreline within the proposed boat ramp site.   



 
 

 
 
Photographs of the Canyon Lake Shores Boat Ramp study area (top photo) and the 
Cranes Mill Park Boat Ramp study area (bottom photo).   













DRAFT 
CESWF-OD                            Wiese/1568 
 
Memorandum for Record 
 
Subject:  Exception to Fort Worth District Water Related Development Policy (WRDP), 
Comal County Boat Ramp at Cranes Mill Road, Canyon Lake, Texas 
 
1.  PURPOSE:  The purpose of this memorandum is to grant approval of an exception to 
the WRDP to allow Comal County to construct a boat ramp and associated 30-car/trailer 
parking lot at Canyon Lake.  
 
2.  BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION:  Comal County has requested an easement 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to construct a boat ramp and 
associated 30-car/trailer parking lot at Canyon Lake near the location where Crane’s Mill 
Road terminates at the Federal property line on the north shore of the lake.  In accordance 
with the WRDP, the proposal to place the boat ramp and associated parking spaces at 
Canyon Lake would require the following:  

a. Completion of a comprehensive Water Related Recreation Use Study 
(WRRUS) to determine what, if any, additional water related recreation facilities could 
be constructed at Canyon Lake.  Following completion of the WRRUS the proposal could 
be approved, approved with modification, or denied.   

b. Approval, or approval with modification, could be granted under the exception 
clause in the WRDP. 

c. If approval is recommended under a. or b. above, the proposal would require 
preparation of an Environmental Assessment pursuant to the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) prior to final approval. 
 
3.  ANALYSIS:  Comal County is a partner with the USACE in providing recreation 
opportunities at Canyon Lake.  The county currently operates eight of the 22 boat ramps 
at Canyon Lake and wishes to construct a ninth ramp to serve growing populations in the 
northwest sector of the lake.   The WRDP, and on-the-water boat counts on Memorial 
Day weekend, 2004, indicate a high potential that current boating traffic during peak use 
periods exceeds the WRDP standard of 22 surface acres per boat.  Comal County and 
USACE agreed that the proposed boat ramp could increase boat traffic on the lake, but 
this increase could be offset by controlling overflow parking at existing ramps.   
 
4.  CONCLUSION:   Contingent on completion of an Environmental Assessment, the 
proposed boat ramp can be approved under the exception clause in the WRDP.  This 
exception is granted with the understanding that any future actions that impact the level 
of boat traffic on Canyon Lake, even if the action results in a positive, negative, or  
no-net-change in surface acres of water per boat, will require completion of a WRRUS. 
 
 
_________________________ Date:_________ ___________________ Date:______ 
Chief, Operations Division    Chief, Real Estate Division 

































Boat Ramps
Canyon Lake Village 12 0 0
Canyon Lake Village West 24 10 0
Comal Park East 54 0 0
Comal Park West 16 0 0
Canyon Lake Forest 15 15 0
Canyon Lake Hills 1 East 43 20 0
Canyon Lake Hills 2 West 15 5 0
Canyon Springs Resort 15 0 0
Cranes Mill Park 16 30 0
Cypress Cove 10 10 0
Canyon Lakes Shores 15 5 0
Potter's Creek West 36 0 0
Potter's Creek East 30 0 0
Canyon Park Campground 40 0 0
Little Jacob's Creek 55 10 0
Jacob's Creek 1 0 0 0
Jacob's Creek 2 45 10 0
Cranes Mill Marina 15 0 0
Canyon Park Marina 25 0 0
Ft. Sam Houston Rec Area 15 0 0
Randolph AFB Retreat Area 23 0 0
Lake Canyon Yacht Club 108 0 0
Canyon Marina 0 0 447
Cranes Mill Marina 0 0 250
Ft. Sam Rec Area Marina 0 0 81
Randolph AFB Rec Area Marina 0 0 68
Lake Canyon Yacht Club Marina 0 0 115
Cranes Mill Road 0 15 0

Total* 627 130 961

Potential Boats from Wet Slips                                             
(Total Wet Slips/10) 96.1

Total Number of Boats                                            
(Designated + Overflow + Potential Wet Slips) 853.1

Alternative 1:  Acres of Water per Boat (8240/Total 
Number of Boats) 9.66

Alternative 2:  Acres of Water per boat (8240/Total 
Number of Boats + 30 - 15) 9.49

Alternative 3:  Acres of Water per boat (8240/Total 
Number of Boats + 30 - 35) 9.72

Alternative 4:  Acres of Water per boat (8240/Total 
Number of Boats + 30 - 30) 9.66

*The total number of trailer parking spots is based on dimensions of existing paved boat ramp areas.  The total number of  
overflow parking spots is based on a visual estimate of unpaved/unmarked areas where cars with trailers have been
routinely parking.  The total number of wet slips is based on single-boat slips at commercial and private marinas.

Designated Vehicle-
With-Trailer Parking 

Spaces

Estimated Vehicle-
With-Trailer Overflow 

Parking Spaces
Designated 
Wet Slips

Updated Potential Lake Surface Boat Load Analysis





























Tripe, Jeffry A SWF 

From: Boyd, Robert [boydro@co.comal.tx.us]

Sent: Friday, February 25, 2005 8:45 AM

To: Tripe, Jeffry A SWF

Cc: 'johnlyon@gvtc.com'; Hornseth, Tom

Subject: RE: Mystic Shores Boat Ramp

Page 1 of 2

6/14/2005

Jeff, 
  With regards to question #4 below, the County will clearly stripe all existing parking spaces at the existing boat ramp 
facilities.  In addition, there will be signs that will read "PARKING ONLY IN DESIGNATED AREAS".  The County does not 
plan to expand the existing parking facilities. 
  
Thanks, 
  
Robert Boyd, P.E. 
Assistant Comal County Engineer 
phone: (830) 608-2090 
fax: (830) 608-2009 
www.cceo.org 
  

-----Original Message----- 
From: Tripe, Jeffry A SWF [mailto:Jeffry.A.Tripe@swf02.usace.army.mil]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2005 8:58 AM 
To: Boyd, Robert 
Subject: RE: Mystic Shores Boat Ramp 
  

Robert: 

I will use the existing April 2001 boat ramp design and excavation information for the EA.  I still need information 
regarding some of my original questions.  

2) Has the Suchie Creek Channel excavation work for mitigation of fill from the Mystic Shores Park (Site One - 
11,751 CY) and/or Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp (Site Two - 5,600 CY) been completed? 

4) Also, in regards to the alternatives that will be addressed in the EA; one alternative involves implementing the 
new boat ramp at Cranes Mill Road along with control of excess parking at existing boat ramps around Canyon 
Lake. What measures will Comal County implement to control excess parking at the new boat ramp and the 
existing 7 ramps? 

Thanks, Jeff 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Boyd, Robert [mailto:boydro@co.comal.tx.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2005 8:08 AM 
To: Tripe, Jeffry A SWF 
Subject: FW: Mystic Shores Boat Ramp 

Jeff,  
  Here is the response from Kelly Kilber, the engineer at Pro-Tech, with regards to the e-mail that you sent 
me last week.  Please let us know if you need any additional information. 
 
Thanks, 
  
Robert Boyd, P.E. 



Assistant Comal County Engineer 
phone: (830) 608-2090 
fax: (830) 608-2009 
www.cceo.org 
  
-----Original Message----- 
From: Kelly Kilber [mailto:kelly@pro-techengr.com]  
Sent: Monday, February 21, 2005 2:42 PM 
To: 'Boyd, Robert' 
Subject: RE: Mystic Shores Boat Ramp 
  
Robert, 
I think that it will, at least it is intended to, and is the same data we sent them on the other park at Mystic. 
Let me know if you need anything further. 
  
Kelly Kilber 
  

-----Original Message----- 
From: Boyd, Robert [mailto:boydro@co.comal.tx.us]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2005 1:53 PM 
To: 'kelly@pro-techengr.com' 
Cc: Hornseth, Tom 
Subject: Mystic Shores Boat Ramp 
  
Kelly, 
  We received your package on Friday with the three sets of the excavation site maps for the 
Mystic Shores Parks.  That package you sent was in response to an e-mail sent by Tom Hornseth 
to you on 2/9/05.  Will this package suffice for the additional information requested by Jeffry Tripe 
in an e-mail that I forwarded to you this morning?   
  
Thanks,  
  
Robert Boyd, P.E. 
Assistant Comal County Engineer 
phone: (830) 608-2090 
fax: (830) 608-2009 
www.cceo.org 
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Tripe, Jeffry A SWF

From: Tripe, Jeffry A SWF
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2005 4:36 PM
To: 'boydro@co.comal.tx.us'
Cc: Wiese, Donald N SWF; Newman, Rob SWF
Subject: Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp

Robert:

Per our earlier conversation, I have a few questions regarding the mitigation for placement of fill material for the Cranes 
Mill Road Boat Ramp project.

1) I currently have the April 20, 2001 design sheets for the boat ramp, floating dock, parking area, and electrical lines.  
Are there any new designs since 2001?

2)  The design indicates a total fill volume of 5,600 CY for the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp (Site Two) and 11,751 CY for 
the Mystic Shores Park (Site One).  Has the Suchie Creek Channel excavation work for mitigation of fill from the Mystic 
Shores Park (Site One) been completed?  If so, was the required fill for the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp also removed?  
If not, does additional excavation within the Suchie Creek Channel area need to occur to mitigate for the 5,600 CY of fill 
from the boat ramp project and are there any updated designs for this excavation work?

3)  If excavtion is still required in the Suchie Creek Channel area to off set fill from the boat ramp project, I will need to 
determine the potential impacts resulting from excavation for the Environmental Assessment (EA).  I will need to know the 
area and location to be excavated, excavation methods used to remove the fill material, BMPs that would be implemented 
to reduce impacts, and how the fill material will be disposed of.  

4)  Also, in regards to the alternatives that will be addressed in the EA; one alternative involves implementing the new 
boat ramp at Cranes Mill Road along with control of excess parking at existing boat ramps around Canyon Lake.  What 
measures will Comal County implement to control excess parking at the new boat ramp and the existing 7 ramps?

Thanks for your help,
Jeff

Jeffry A. Tripe
Environmental Resource Planner
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
819 Taylor Street, RM 3A14
P.O. Box 17300
Fort Worth, Texas 76102-0300
Phone:  817-886-1716
Fax:  817-886-6499























































                                DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
                                 FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
                                                               P. O. BOX 17300 
                                               FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102-0300 
 
REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF:  
                                                      August 10, 2005 

 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

 
PROPOSED IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CRANES MILL ROAD BOAT RAMP 

BY COMAL COUNTY AT CANYON LAKE, COMAL COUNTY, TEXAS 
 
 
Description.  Interested parties are hereby notified that the District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Fort 
Worth District, has prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
regarding the out granting of USACE fee-owned property to Comal County for the proposed Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp at 
Canyon Lake, Comal County, Texas.   
 
Statutory Authority.  This notice is being issued to all interested parties in accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Code of Federal Regulations (40 
CFR parts 1500-1508), and Engineering Regulation (ER) 200-2-2. 
 
Background.  The proposed project area is located in south central Texas approximately 35 miles northeast of San Antonio, 
Texas (Figure 1).  The proposed Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp study site is located on the northwest shoreline of Canyon 
Lake at the end of Cranes Mill Road; the existing Cranes Mill Park Boat Ramp study site is located on the southwest 
shoreline of Canyon Lake; and the Canyon Lake Shores Boat Ramp study site is located on the northwest shoreline at the end 
of Lakeshore Road (Figure 2).  Four alternatives were considered in the EA and included:  1) No Action, 2) Implementation 
of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp, 3) Alternative 2 With Closure of the Existing Comal County Boat Ramp at Canyon 
Lake Shores, and 4) Alternative 2 With Renovation of the Existing USACE Boat Ramp at Cranes Mill Park.  Alternative 4 
was identified as the “preferred alternative” and would meet the USACE policy objective of insuring that new water-related 
recreation development would not increase boating traffic on Canyon Lake.  This alternative would also meet Comal 
County’s objective of providing a modern boat ramp for residents in the northwest area of the lake.   
 
Proposed Action.  The activities associated with the “preferred alternative” would include:  the out-granting of 
approximately 0.5 acres of land from USACE to Comal County, construction of a boat ramp and floating dock facility on 
Government fee-owned property, construction of a 4.0 acres parking lot area on private land on which the USACE owns a 
flowage easement, and removal of at least 30 vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces.  Installation of the new Cranes 
Mill Road Boat Ramp would result in the addition of 30 designated vehicle-with-trailer parking spaces.  The new boat ramp 
would also remove 15 vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces by eliminating unauthorized launching at the end of 
Cranes Mill Road.  Scheduled improvements to the Cranes Mill Park Boat Ramp and parking area in 2006 would result in the 
net reduction of an additional 15 vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces.  Through continued coordination between the 
USACE and Comal County, parking control measures such as vehicle barriers, enhanced surveillance, and gated access 
would also be considered to better manage water-oriented recreation at existing facilities and improve lake safety.  Similar 
parking control measures, including striping of parking spaces and signage identifying “Parking Only In Designated Areas” 
would be implemented and enforced at the new Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp.   
 
Construction of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp would require the placement of approximately 5,700 cubic yards of fill 
material within the flowage easement, which would reduce the flood storage capacity of Canyon Lake.  Between March and 
May of 2002, as part of the Mystic Shores Park residential development project, Bluegreen Southwest One, Limited 
Parternship (BGSWO) removed an existing ranch road that crosses Suchi Creek within the Canyon Lake flowage easement.  
This work resulted in the excavation of approximately 9,746 cubic yards of excess fill material.  Comal County, in 
cooperation with BGSWO, would be granted “credit” for this excavated material to offset the placement of the 5,700 cubic 
yards of fill material from the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp project.   
 
Proposed alternatives were compared based on overall project costs, potential impacts to boating traffic on Canyon Lake, 
direct impacts to environmental resources on USACE property, and cumulative impacts to environmental resources within 
the project area.  The “preferred alternative” would address Comal County’s objective of providing a modern boat ramp 
facility for residents located in the northwest area of Canyon Lake with minor impacts to the social, economic, or human and 
natural environment.  The current potential level of boating traffic at Canyon Lake was estimated at 9.66 surface acres of  
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Figure 1  
General Study Area Map 

Comal County, Canyon Lake, Texas 
U.S. Army Corps  
of Engineers 
Fort Worth District

Study 
Area 

Comal County 
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Figure 2 
Study Site Map 

Canyon Lake, Texas 
U.S. Army Corps  
of Engineers 
Fort Worth District 

Study Sites 

Proposed Cranes Mill 
Road Boat Ramp 

Existing Cranes Mill 
Park Boat Ramp 

Existing Canyon Lake 
Shores Boat Ramp 



  

News Release 
 
 
Release No.                                     Contact:  Judy Marsicano 
 
For Release: Immediate 10 August 2005     Phone:  (817) 886-1517 

 
 

Corps of Engineers seeks public comment on environmental document for the Cranes 
Mill Road Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake, Texas 
 

FORT WORTH, TX - The Fort Worth District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is 

currently accepting comments on the Environmental Assessment (EA), a National Environmental 

Policy Act document, for the alternatives pertaining to the proposed implementation of the Cranes Mill 

Road Boat Ramp by Comal County.   

The preferred alternative would consist of out-granting approximately 0.5 acres of Federal land 

from the Corps to Comal County, construction of a new boat ramp and floating dock facility on Corps 

fee-owned property, construction of a 4.0 acres parking lot area on private land on which the Corps 

owns a flowage easement, and removal of at least 30 vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces 

within the Cranes Mill Park Boat Ramp and at the end of Cranes Mill Road.  In addition, approximately 

9,746 cubic yards of fill material was removed from the Suchi Creek Channel area during the Mystic 

Shores Park development project.  Comal County would be granted credit for this excavated material 

to offset the placement of approximately 5,700 cubic yards of fill material in the Canyon Lake flood 

storage pool required for construction of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp project. 

Written comments on the EA will be accepted through 10 September, 2005 by sending them 

directly to Jeffry A. Tripe, CESWF-PER-EE, P.O. Box 17300, Fort Worth, Texas, 76102-0300, or by e-

mail at Jeffry.A.Tripe@swf02.usace.army.mil.  Copies of the EA and Draft Finding of No Significant 

Impact may be requested in writing at the above address, by telephone at (817) 886-1716, or visit the 

Fort Worth District website at www.swf.usace.army.mil. 

 

                                                                - 30 - 



 

 

Comal County Mailing List for the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp.  Addresses received 
the Notice of Availability at the start of the 30-day Public Review Period.  
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Name/Agency Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 City/State/Zip 

Mr. Danny Scheel County Judge 199 Main Plaza  New Braunfels  TX  78130 

Mr. Jack Dawson County Commissioner Pct 1 199 Main Plaza  New Braunfels  TX  78130 

Mr. Jay Millikin County Commissioner Pct 2 199 Main Plaza  New Braunfels  TX  78130 

Mr. Greg Parker County Commissioner Pct 3 199 Main Plaza  New Braunfels  TX  78130 

Ms. Jan Kennady County Commissioner Pct 4 199 Main Plaza  New Braunfels  TX  78130 

Capt. Danny Shaw TPWD 858 West Rhapsody  San Antonio  TX  78216 

Mr. Don King Canyon Lake/Cranes Mill Marina 280 Marina  Canyon Lake  TX  78133 

Canyon Lake Chamber of Commerce  3934 FM 2673  Canyon Lake  TX  78133 

New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce  P.O. Box 311417  New Braunfels  TX  78131-1417 

Mr. John Davis Water Oriented Recreation District 14299 River Road  New Braunfels TX  78132 

Friends of Canyon Lake  P.O. Box 1392  Canyon Lake  TX  78133 

GEN Thomas A. Schwartz  185 Shimmering Shore  Spring Branch  TX  78070 

Mr. Lamar Smith U.S. Congressman 1100 NE Loop 410, Suite 640  San Antonio  TX  78209 

Ms. Jan Kennady State Representative 254 East Mill Street  New Braunfels  TX  78130 

Mr. John Lyon Mystic Shores 25801 FM 306  Spring Branch  TX  78070 

Mr. Bill West Guadalupe Blanco River Authority 933 East Court Street  Seguin  TX  78155 

Ms. Peaches Kelley  2421 Lake Shore Drive  Canyon Lake  TX  78133 
Ms. Anna Albers Trinity River Action Coalition 201 N. Edgefield Avenue  Dallas  TX  75208 

Dr. Dede Armentrout Mountain Lion Foundation 1715 Horton Preiss Road  Blanco  TX  78606 

Dr. John Baccus Texas Chapter, Wildlife Society Biology Department TxSt University San Marcos  TX  78666 

Mr. Tom Ball Boy Scouts of America 1121 Shorecrest  Garland  TX  75040 

Ms. Sue Barham League of Women Voters 1815 Courtney Drive  Tyler  TX  75701 

Mr. James R. Barnes Fort Worth Audubon Society 1810 Jackson Drive  Arlington  TX  76013 

Mr. Jim Bergan Texas Nature Conservancy P.O. Box 1440  San Antonio  TX  78295-1440 

President Bexar Audubon Society P.O. Box 6084  San Antonio  TX  78209 

Ms. Janice Bezanson Texas Committee on Natural Res 1101 Yaupon Valley Road   Austin  TX  78746-5311 

Mr. Wayne Boyd Texas Association of Bass Clubs 4500 Jinx Avenue  Austin  TX  78745 

Ms. Valarie Bristol Trust for Public Land 815 Brazos Street, Suite 400  Austin  TX  78701 

Ms. Julia Burgen Texas Committee on Natural Res 2312 Winewood  Arlington  TX  76013 

Mr. Earl Burnam Fort Worth Audubon Society 3821 Burkett Drive  Fort Worth  TX  76116 

Ms. Alma Burnam Greater Fort Worth Sierra Club 3821 Burkett Drive  Fort Worth  TX  76116 

Dr. Susan Casby-Horton League of Women Voters 1806 Canton Springs Drive  Belton  TX  76513 

Mr. Wayne Clark Ft Worth Nature Center and Refuge 9601 Fossil Ridge Road  Fort Worth  TX  76135 

Ms. Kelly Cotton Dallas County Audubon Society 8626 Angora Street  Dallas  TX  75218 

Dr. Kenneth L. Dickson Institute of Applied Sciences University of North Texas P.O. Box 310559 Denton  TX  76203-0059 

Mr. David Donohue  7019 Santa Fe  Dallas  TX  75223 

Dr. Edward C. and Mrs. Genie Fritz Texas Committee on Natural Res 4144 Cochran Chapel Road  Dallas  TX  75209 

Mr. David Gray Texas Sierra Club 9432 Viewside   Dallas  TX  75231 

Mr. Bill Hallmon  716 Parkhurst Drive  Dallas  TX  75218 

Mr. Myron Hess National Wildlife Federation 44 East Avenue, Suite 200  Austin  TX  78701 

Ms. Joanne Hill Friends of the Trinity 4518 Ridge Road  Dallas  TX  75229 

Mr. Roy Hudson  10176 Betty Jane Place  Dallas  TX  75229 

Ms. Susan Jackson Environmental Resources, Inc. 7030 Fisher Road  Dallas  TX  75214 

Ms. Diane Schenke  4702 Hwy 146 N  Texas City  TX  77590 



 

 

Comal County Mailing List for the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp.  Addresses received 
the Notice of Availability at the start of the 30-day Public Review Period.  
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Name/Agency Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 City/State/Zip 
Ms. Mary Kelly Texas Center for Policy Studies 44 East Avenue  Austin  TX  75228 

Mr. Neeley Kerr Texas Committee on Natural Res 2306 Millmar  Dallas  TX  75228 

Mr. Ken Kramer Executive Director Lone Star Chapter Sierra Club P.O. Box 1931  Austin  TX  78767-1931 

Mr. Gary Kredeman Chairman, Sierra Club 3819 Rochelle Drive  Arlington  TX  76016 

Ms. Carolyn Langham  2955 Park Square Drive, # 201  Irving  TX  75060-4780 

Mr. Jim Lillis Ducks Unlimited 1112 Idlewild  Sherman  TX  75090 

Ms. Karen Mangum Cross Timbers Equestrian Trails, Inc. P.O. Box 255  Argyle  TX  76226-0255 

Ms. Julia Marsden League of Women Voters 1701 Spyglass Circle # 11  Austin  TX  78746 

Mr. Jim Marston Environmental Defense 44 East Avenue, Suite 304  Austin  TX  78701 

Mr. Mark McLeod Environmental Defense 44 East Avenue, Suite 304  Austin  TX  78701 

Mr. and Mrs. Bud and Annie Melton Texas Trails Network 613 Mt. Auburn  Dallas  TX  75223 

Ms. Jan Miller  4320 Rockwood Trail  Arlington  TX  76016 

Mr. Fernando Albornoz National Wildlife Federation 44 East Avenue, Suite 200  Austin  TX  78701 

Ms. Madeleine Myers Irving League of Women Voters 817 Shorewood Drive  Coppell  TX  75019-5603 

Mr. Ray Newby Resource Management Program Texas General Land Office 1700 N. Congress Avenue Austin  TX  78701-1495 

Mr. Dick Olmstead Fort Worth Audubon Society 2315 Westbrook Avenue  Fort Worth  TX  76111 

Mr. Burt Peeples Central Texas Sierra Club 1220 North Wall  Belton  TX  76513 

Ms. Susan Petersen Texas Committee on Natural Res 2017 Brentwood  Austin  TX  78757 

Ms. Mary Phinney  411 Elm Street  Dallas  TX  75202 

President Greater Fort Worth Sierra Club P.O. Box 1925  Fort Worth  TX  76101-1925 

Mr. John Promise North Central Texas Council of Govs P.O. Box 5888  Arlington  TX  76005-5888 

Dr. Campbell Read  5839 Monticello  Dallas  TX  75206 

Mr. Martin Reid Fort Worth Audubon Society 3928 Weyburn Drive  Fort Worth  TX  76102 

Mr. and Mrs. R. O. Scott Tarrant County Env Coalition 1101 Circle Lane  Bedford  TX  76022 

Ms. Julie Shackelford American Farmland Trust 101 Uhland Road, Suite 205  San Marcos  TX  78666 

Mr. Ross Stephens Trails Coalition 4701 Three River Court  Fort Worth  TX  76103 

Mr. Brian Sybert Lone Star Chapter Sierra Club P.O. Box 1931  Austin  TX  78767-1931 

Mr. Jack Tidwell North Central Texas Council of Govs P.O. Box 5888  Arlington  TX  76005-5888 

Ms. Mary Vogelson Dallas League of Women Voters 9316 Guernsey Lane  Dallas  TX  75220 

Ms. Tatjana Walker Bexar County Audubon Society P.O. Box 6084  San Antonio  TX  78209 

Mr. Owen Yost  215 East McKinney  Denton  TX  76201 

Ms. Sandra Youngblood Assistant Director Parks & Community Serv Dep 4200 S Freeway, Suite 2200 Fort Worth  TX  76115-1499 

Ms. Tracy Gross League of Women Voters 7505 Chapel Avenue  Fort Worth  TX  76116 

Ms. Linda Price Ward Timber Company P.O. Box 360  Linden  TX  75563 

Ms. Carolyn Ahrens  515 Congress Ave, Suite 1515  Austin  TX  78701 

Alamo Area Council of Governments Ms. Shelley A. Whitworth 8700 Tesoro Dr. #700  San Antonio  TX  78217-6228 

Ms. Kelly Allen 408 Colonial Place   Fort Worth  TX  76140 

Austin American-Statesman For News Release Only 305 South Congress Avenue  Austin  TX  78704 

Ms. Carrie Bausch Mail Code 11.182 501 Westlake Park Boulevard  Houston  TX  77253-3092 

Brazos River Authority Gil Gregory P.O. Box 7555  Waco  TX  76714-7555 

Bureau of Reclamation Oklahoma-Texas Area Office 5316 HW 290 West, Suite 510  Austin  TX  78735-8931 

Caddo Tribal Headquarters P.O. Box 487   Binger  OK  73009 

Mr. Andrew Chartrand 7600 West Tidwell Road, Suite 400   Houston  TX  77040 

City of Carrollton Mr. Timothy M. Tumulty, P.E. City Engineer P.O. Box 110535 Carrollton  TX  75011-0535 
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Name/Agency Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 City/State/Zip 

City of Garden Ridge Floodplain Adm Mayor 9357 Schoenthal Road  Garden Ridge  TX  78266-1839 

City of New Braunfels Floodplain Adm City Manager P.O. Box 311747  New Braunfels  TX  78131-1747 

City of San Angelo Mr. W.H. Wilde Public Works Department P.O. Box 1751 San Angelo  TX  76902 

City of Seguin A.G. Hodges P.O. Box 591  Seguin  TX  78156 

John Clardy  Route 1, Box 210  Lometa  TX  76853 

Colorado River Municipal Water Dist John W. Grant General Manager P.O. Box 869 Big Spring  TX  79721-0869 

Comal County Floodplain Administrator County Engineer 195 David Jonas Dr  New Braunfels  TX  78132-3710 

County Judge, Comal County Comal County Courthouse 150 N. Seguin Street  New Braunfels  TX  78130 

James Cummings Environmental Services Department P.O. Box 534045  Grand Prairie  TX  75053-4045 

Ms. Darlene Faloney 307 Robin Court   Burleson  TX  76028-5324 

Federal Aviation Administration Mr. Mike Nicely TX Airports Development Off 2601 Meacham Boulevard Fort Worth  TX  76193 

FEMA Mr. Alton S. Ray, Jr. Federal Regional Center 800 North Loop 288 Denton  TX  76201 3698 

FEMA Regional Environmental Officer ATTN: Mr. Ross Richardson 800 North Loop 288 Denton  TX  76201-3698 

Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority General Manager 933 East Court Street  Seguin  TX  78155 

Mr. Presley Hatcher 6228 Ravenswood Drive   Fort Worth  TX  76112-3128 

Brent Jasper 368 Markedstone Road   Burleson  TX  76028 

Mr. Jim Kelly 9702 Rosalie Court   Granbury  TX  76049 

Mr. Ken Laterza 4533 Phillip Court   Fort Worth  TX  76116 

Lauralee Vallon, General Counsel Brazos River Authority P.O. Box 7555  Waco  TX  76714-7555 

Mr. Wayne Lea 2604 Sylvanglen   Burleson  TX  76028 

Mr. Neil Lebsock 3740 Wyatt Earp Drive #931   Roanoke  TX  76262 

Mr. Brian Loftin 321 Schumacher Drive   Burleson  TX  76028 

Mr. Richard B. Lowe 330 N.E. Todd   Burleson  TX  76028 

Lower Colorado River Authority Ms. Rachel Andrews NPS Pollution Control Permit P.O. Box 220 Austin  TX  78767-0220 

Mr. David Madden 100 SW Brushy Mound Drive   Burleson  TX  76028 

Mr. Raymond Dolezol 509 Laurel Lane   Nacogdoches  TX  75964 

Mrs. Jessica Napier 4718 Pershing Avenue   Fort Worth  TX  76107 

National Wildlife Federation 44 East Avenue, Suite 200   Austin  TX  78701-4334 

Natural Resources Conservation Service Mr. Russell O. Castro 101 South Main Street  Temple  TX  76501 

Natural Resources Conservation Service State Conservationist 101 South Main Street  Temple  TX  76501-7682 

Natural Resources Conservation Service Mr. Russell Castro, Biologist State Planning Staff 101 South Main Street Temple  TX  76501 

Natural Resources Conservation Service Lee Davis 4609 NW Stallings Drive  Nacogdoches  TX  75961 

North Central TX Council of Gov Mr. Jack Tidwell Env and Development Dep P. O. Box 5888 Arlington  TX  76005-5888 

North Texas Municipal Water District Carl Riehn P.O. Box 2408  Wylie  TX  75098 

Office of the Attorney General Natural Resources Division Mr. Burgess Jackson P.O. Box 12548 Austin  TX  78711-2548 

Office of the Lieutenant Governor P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station   Austin  TX  78711 

Mr. Bruce Ogallvie 121 South Broadway, Suite 572   Tyler  TX  75702 

Mr. Barry Osborn 1501 Misty Meadow Drive   Granbury  TX  76048 

Railroad Commission of Texas Surface Mining and Reclamation Div ATTN: Mr. Melvin B. Hodgkis P.O. Box 12967 Austin  TX  78711-2967 

Railroad Commission of Texas Director, Oil and Gas Division P.O. Box 12967  Austin  TX  78711-2967 

Railroad Commission of Texas Ms. Leslie Savage Water Quality Certifying Agent P. O. Box 12967 Austin  TX  78711-2967 

Red River County Water Supply Corp. Mr. Wendell Davis 1404 East Main Street  Clarksville  TX  75426 

Reservoir Manager Canyon Lake Office CESWF-OD-CN 601 Coe Road Canyon Lake  TX  78133-4129 

Mr. Jed Rowe P.O. Box 791   Pittsburg  TX  75686 
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Name/Agency Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 City/State/Zip 

San Antonio Express-News For News Release Only Avenue East & 3rd Street  San Antonio  TX  78205 

San Antonio Water System Herb Mueller 1001 East Market Street  San Antonio  TX  78205 

Mr. Skipper Scott 2616 Glencove   Burleson  TX  76028 

Sierra Club Greater Fort Worth Group P.O. Box 1925  Fort Worth  TX  76101 

Smith Robertson Attn: Mr. Craig Douglas 1717 West 6th Street, Suite 300  Austin  TX  78703 

Dr. Max Spindler CE Department University of Arlington P.O. Box 19308 Arlington  TX  76019 

Sportsmen Conservationists of Texas 807 Brazos Street, Suite 506   Austin  TX  78701 2521 

Mr. Matt Stahman 31702 Rochen Road   Waller  TX  77484-8354 

State Representative, District 45 Texas House of Representatives P.O. Box 2910  Austin  TX  78768-2910 

State Senator, District 21 Texas Senate P.O. Box 12068  Austin  TX  78711-2068 

State Senator, District 25 Texas Senate P.O. Box 12068  Austin  TX  78711-2068 

Texas Commission on Env. Quality Mark Fisher, 401 Coordinator Env Assessments Division P.O. Box 13087 Austin  TX  78711-3087 

Texas Commission on Env. Quality Mr. Mike Howard Floodplain Mgmt Sec, MC 160 P.O. Box 13087 Austin  TX  78711-3087 

Texas Committee on Natural Resources Ms. Janice Bezanson 3532 Bee Caves Rd, Suite 110  Austin  TX  78746 

Texas Department of Transportation Permit Assistance Officer/Liaison Ms. Carla Kartman 125 East 11th Street Austin  TX  78701 

Texas Department of Transportation Director of Natural Resources Mgmt Mr. Duncan Stewart 125 East 11th Street Austin  TX  78701 

Texas Forest Service Burl Carraway John B. Connally Boulevard 301 Tarrow, Suite 364 College Station  TX  77840-7896 

Texas Forest Service Mr. Tom G. Boggus Associate Dir, Forest Res Div. 301 Tarrow, Suite 364 College Station  TX  77840-7896 

Texas Forestry Association P.O. Box 1488   Lufkin  TX  75901 

Texas General Land Office Asset Management Division ATTN: Tex Elliott or Kay Cripes 1700 North Congress Avenue Austin  TX  78701-1495 

Texas General Land Office Asset Management Section Mark Neugebauer 1700 North Congress Avenue Austin  TX  78701-1495 

Texas General Land Office C. Bruce Smith Dir of Permit, Asset Mgmt Div 1700 North Congress Avenue Austin  TX  78701-1495 

Texas Historical Commission Mr. Bill Martin Dep of Antiquities Protection P.O. Box 12276 Austin  TX  78711 

Texas Historical Commission Mr. Dan Potter P.O. Box 12276  Austin  TX  78711 

Texas Historical Commission Mr. Mike Davis P.O. Box 12276  Austin  TX  78711 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Wetlands Conservation Team Mr. Rollin MacRae 4200 Smith School Road Austin  TX  78744 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Ms. Celeste Brancel Wildlife Division 4200 Smith School Road Austin  TX  78744-3291 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Ray C. Telfair II, Ph.D. 11942 FM 848  Tyler  TX  75707-9657 

Texas Soil & Water Conservation Roland Wheat Star Route  Higgins  TX  79046 

Texas Water Development Board Mr. Kevin Ward Executive Administrator P. O. Box 13231 Austin  TX  78711-3231 

Texas Water Development Board Mr. Bill Mullican Dep Exec Admin for Planning P. O. Box 13231 Austin  TX  78711-3231 

Texas Wildlife Association Sharron Jay 401 Isom Road, Suite 237  San Antonio  TX  78216-5143 

The Nature Consevancy Texas Field Office P.O. Box 1440 711 Navarro, Suite 410 San Antonio  TX  78295-1440 

Trinity River Authority of Texas Richard M. Browning Planning and Env Manager P.O. Box 60 Arlington  TX  76004-0060 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Marine & Wetlands Sect (6WQ-EM) 1445 Ross Avenue  Dallas  TX  75202-2733 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service TAMU-CC, Campus Box 338 6300 Ocean Drive  Corpus Christi  TX  78412 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Stadium Centre Building 711 Stadium Drive E, Suite 252  Arlington  TX  76011 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Field Supervisor 10711 Burnet Road, Suite 200  Austin  TX  78758 

United States Geological Survey Water Resources Division 944 Arroyo Street  San Angelo  TX  76903-9345 

Hendrik Van Heyst 1106 N. Winnetka   Dallas  TX  75208 
 



 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P. O. BOX 17300 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS  76102-0300 
 

                                                      August 8, 2005  
  

Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division 
 
 
 

Mr. Robert Lawrence 
Office of Planning and Coordination 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75202 

 
Dear Mr. Lawrence: 

 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is assessing potential impacts to 

the environment that may result from the out granting of USACE property for the Comal County, 
Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake, Comal County, Texas.  The Environmental 
Assessment (EA) addresses the existing environmental resources, proposed project measures, 
and impacts to environmental resources that could occur with implementation of the proposed 
alternatives.  The purpose of this EA is to identify and evaluate the environmental aspects of 
implementing the proposed alternatives in accordance with the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Code of 
Federal Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500-1508), and Engineering Regulation (ER) 200-2-2.   
 

Four alternatives were considered in the EA and included:  1) No Action, 2) 
Implementation of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp, 3) Alternative 2 With Closure of the 
Existing Comal County Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake Shores, and 4) Alternative 2 With 
Renovation of the Existing USACE Boat Ramp at Cranes Mill Park.  Alternative 4 was 
identified as the “preferred alternative” and would consist of constructing a new boat ramp and 
floating dock facility on Government fee-owned property, constructing 4.0 acres of parking lot 
area on private land on which the USACE owns a flowage easement, and removal of 30 vehicle-
with-trailer overflow parking spaces around Canyon Lake.  Installation of the new boat ramp 
would result in the addition of 30 vehicle-with-trailer parking spaces and the removal of 15 
vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces by eliminating unauthorized launching at the end of 
Cranes Mill Road.  Scheduled improvements to the Cranes Mill Park boat ramp and parking area 
in 2006 would result in the net reduction of an additional 15 vehicle-with-trailer parking spaces.  
Through continued coordination between the USACE and Comal County, parking control 
measures such as vehicle barriers, enhanced surveillance, and gated access would be considered 
to better manage water-oriented recreation and improve lake safety.  In Addition, Comal County 
would be granted credit for approximately 9,746 cubic yards of fill material that was removed 
from the Suchi Creek Channel Area during the Mystic Shores Park development project.  This 
would offset the placement of approximately 5,700 cubic yards of fill material in the Canyon 
Lake flood storage pool required for construction of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp project.  
The “preferred alternative” would meet USACE policy objectives of insuring that new water-
related recreation development would not increase boating traffic on Canyon Lake and would 
provide a modern boat ramp for residents located in the northwest area of the lake. 
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The Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp construction would follow the requirements of the 
National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) regulations and requirements for 
construction and storm water discharge.  The construction contractors would be required, as part 
of their contracts, to obtain the necessary construction permits and comply with all permit 
requirements.  A Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) would be prepared describing 
the Best Management Practices (BMPs) that would be employed before, during, and after 
construction to minimize erosion and runoff from construction activities.  Examples of BMPs 
that could be utilized during construction include:  silt fences, earthen dikes, sediment traps, rock 
berms, and other appropriate measures that would filter storm water runoff from all disturbed 
areas.  These temporary erosion control measures would remain in place until the disturbed areas 
are re-vegetated and permanently stabilized.  All construction activity and related traffic would 
be confined to the construction easements.  Following disturbance on USACE property, soils 
would be protected from erosion and re-vegetated using an appropriate mixture of native grasses.  
 
  Based on the EA and result of extensive agency coordination, a draft FONSI has been 
prepared for this action.  A Notice of Availability (NOA) has been prepared to notify the public 
of this action and to solicit comments.  The NOA, draft FONSI, and, EA are enclosed with this 
communication for your review and to solicit any additional comments or concerns your agency 
may have regarding this action.  We will consider any additional comments that we receive from 
your office by the close of the comment period as indicated on the Public Notice.  Additional 
information regarding the proposed project is also available upon request.  Please address any 
requests or comments to the contact information indicated in the Public Notice.  Thank you for 
your cooperation in this matter. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
William Fickel Jr.   
Chief, Planning Environmental, and  

              Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Enclosures 



 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P. O. BOX 17300 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS  76102-0300 
 

                                                August 8, 2005  
  

Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Tye Preston Memorial Library 
1321 FM 2673 
Canyon Lake, Texas 78133      
          
Dear Tye Preston Memorial Library: 
 

The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is assessing potential impacts to 
the environment that may result from the out granting of USACE property for the Comal County, 
Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake, Comal County, Texas.  The Environmental 
Assessment (EA) addresses the existing environmental resources, proposed project measures, 
and impacts to environmental resources that could occur with implementation of the proposed 
alternatives.  The purpose of this EA is to identify and evaluate the environmental aspects of 
implementing the proposed alternatives in accordance with the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Code of 
Federal Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500-1508), and Engineering Regulation (ER) 200-2-2.   
  
  Based on the EA and results of extensive agency coordination, a draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) has been prepared for this action.  A Notice of Availability (NOA) 
has been prepared to notify the public of this action and to solicit comments.  The NOA, draft 
FONSI, and, EA are enclosed with this communication to solicit any additional comments or 
concerns the public may have regarding this action.  Please post the enclosed information at the 
library for public review until September 10, 2005.  We will consider any additional comments 
that we receive by the close of the comment period.  Please address any requests or comments to 
the contact information indicated in the Public Notice.  This information can be removed from 
public review after the 30-day comment period on September 10, 2005.  Thank you for your 
cooperation in this matter. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
William Fickel Jr. 
Chief, Planning, Environmental, and 
   Regulatory Division 

 
 
Enclosures 



 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P. O. BOX 17300 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS  76102-0300 
 

                                                August 8, 2005  
              

Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Mr. F. Lawerence Oaks 
State Historic Preservation Office 
P.O. Box 12276 
Capital Station 
Austin, Texas  78711 
 
Dear Mr. Oaks: 
 

The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is assessing potential impacts to 
the environment that may result from the out granting of USACE property for the Comal County, 
Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake, Comal County, Texas.  The Environmental 
Assessment (EA) addresses the existing environmental resources, proposed project measures, 
and impacts to environmental resources that could occur with implementation of the proposed 
alternatives.  The purpose of this EA is to identify and evaluate the environmental aspects of 
implementing the proposed alternatives in accordance with the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Code of 
Federal Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500-1508), and Engineering Regulation (ER) 200-2-2.   
 

Four alternatives were considered in the EA and included:  1) No Action, 2) 
Implementation of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp, 3) Alternative 2 With Closure of the 
Existing Comal County Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake Shores, and 4) Alternative 2 With 
Renovation of the Existing USACE Boat Ramp at Cranes Mill Park.  Alternative 4 was 
identified as the “preferred alternative” and would consist of constructing a new boat ramp and 
floating dock facility on Government fee-owned property, constructing 4.0 acres of parking lot 
area on private land on which the USACE owns a flowage easement, and removal of 30 vehicle-
with-trailer overflow parking spaces around Canyon Lake.  Installation of the new boat ramp 
would result in the addition of 30 vehicle-with-trailer parking spaces and the removal of 15 
vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces by eliminating unauthorized launching at the end of 
Cranes Mill Road.  Scheduled improvements to the Cranes Mill Park boat ramp and parking area 
in 2006 would result in the net reduction of an additional 15 vehicle-with-trailer parking spaces.  
Through continued coordination between the USACE and Comal County, parking control 
measures such as vehicle barriers, enhanced surveillance, and gated access would be considered 
to better manage water-oriented recreation and improve lake safety.  In Addition, Comal County 
would be granted credit for approximately 9,746 cubic yards of fill material that was removed 
from the Suchi Creek Channel Area during the Mystic Shores Park development project.  This 
would offset the placement of approximately 5,700 cubic yards of fill material in the Canyon 
Lake flood storage pool required for construction of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp project.  
The “preferred alternative” would meet USACE policy objectives of insuring that new water-
related recreation development would not increase boating traffic on Canyon Lake and would 
provide a modern boat ramp for residents located in the northwest area of the lake.   
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The Fort Worth District, Operation Division cultural resources specialist has reviewed 

the existing cultural resource information and study area and has indicated there is no evidence 
that the proposed project would encounter any significant cultural resources.  Because no 
cultural resources were identified within the study area, no impacts on cultural resources are 
likely to occur under any of the proposed alternatives.  The State Historic Preservation Officer 
(SHPO) has reviewed the results and findings of the proposed project, and issued a finding of 
“No Historic Properties Affected Project May Proceed” on 1 June 2005.  In the event that 
archeological or paleontological deposits are encountered during the Cranes Mill Road Boat 
Ramp project, all construction activities in the immediate area would cease, accidental discovery 
procedures would be implemented in accordance with SHPO, and a thorough archeological 
investigation would be coordinated to determine the presence and type of resources that could be 
impacted by construction in the area. 
 
 Based on the EA and result of extensive agency coordination, a draft FONSI has been 
prepared for this action.  A Notice of Availability (NOA) has been prepared to notify the public 
of this action and to solicit comments.  The NOA, draft FONSI, and, EA are enclosed with this 
communication for your review and to solicit any additional comments or concerns your agency 
may have regarding this action.  We will consider any additional comments that we receive from 
your office by the close of the comment period as indicated on the Public Notice.  Additional 
information regarding the proposed project is also available upon request.  Please address any 
requests or comments to the contact information indicated in the Public Notice.  Thank you for 
your cooperation in this matter. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
William Fickel Jr.   
Chief, Planning Environmental, and  
   Regulatory Division 

 
 
 
Enclosures 



 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P. O. BOX 17300 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS  76102-0300 
 

                                                         August 8, 2005  
              

Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Mr. Mark Fisher 
Research and Environmental Assessment Section 
Water Planning and Assessment Division 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality MC 150 
12100 Park Circle 35, Building F 
P.O. Box 13087, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas  78711 
 
Dear Mr. Fisher: 
 

The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is assessing potential impacts to the 
environment that may result from the out granting of USACE property for the Comal County, Cranes Mill 
Road Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake, Comal County, Texas.  The Environmental Assessment (EA) addresses 
the existing environmental resources, proposed project measures, and impacts to environmental resources 
that could occur with implementation of the proposed alternatives.  The purpose of this EA is to identify 
and evaluate the environmental aspects of implementing the proposed alternatives in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the Council on Environmental 
Quality (CEQ) Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500-1508), and Engineering Regulation (ER) 
200-2-2.   
 

Four alternatives were considered in the EA and included:  1) No Action, 2) Implementation of the 
Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp, 3) Alternative 2 With Closure of the Existing Comal County Boat Ramp at 
Canyon Lake Shores, and 4) Alternative 2 With Renovation of the Existing USACE Boat Ramp at Cranes 
Mill Park.  Alternative 4 was identified as the “preferred alternative” and would consist of constructing a 
new boat ramp and floating dock facility on Government fee-owned property, constructing 4.0 acres of 
parking lot area on private land on which the USACE owns a flowage easement, and removal of 30 
vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces around Canyon Lake.  Installation of the new boat ramp 
would result in the addition of 30 vehicle-with-trailer parking spaces and the removal of 15 vehicle-with-
trailer overflow parking spaces by eliminating unauthorized launching at the end of Cranes Mill Road.  
Scheduled improvements to the Cranes Mill Park boat ramp and parking area in 2006 would result in the 
net reduction of an additional 15 vehicle-with-trailer parking spaces.  Through continued coordination 
between the USACE and Comal County, parking control measures such as vehicle barriers, enhanced 
surveillance, and gated access would be considered to better manage water-oriented recreation and 
improve lake safety.  In Addition, Comal County would be granted credit for approximately 9,746 cubic 
yards of fill material that was removed from the Suchi Creek Channel Area during the Mystic Shores Park 
development project.  This would offset the placement of approximately 5,700 cubic yards of fill material 
in the Canyon Lake flood storage pool required for construction of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp 
project.  The “preferred alternative” would meet USACE policy objectives of insuring that new water-
related recreation development would not increase boating traffic on Canyon Lake and would provide a 
modern boat ramp for residents located in the northwest area of the lake. 
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Canyon Lake is considered Waters of the United States and is protected under Section 404 of the 

Clean Water Act (CWA) as administered by the USACE.  Site preparation, excavation, grading, and other 
construction related activities associated with implementation of the “preferred alternative” would result 
in minor soil disturbances to approximately five acres, which could result in temporary discharges of soil 
materials into Canyon Lake.  Construction activities also have the potential to discharge hazardous 
substances into surface water, such as fuel, oil, grease, and other petroleum products that may be used 
during construction.  Fringe wetland impacts would include the removal of approximately 6-8 buttonbush 
plants located along the shoreline of Canyon Lake.  Minor negative impacts to water quality, due to 
increased emissions from boat engine exhaust, is also anticipated with the “preferred alternative”.   
 

Adverse impacts to Waters of the United States would be avoided and minimized to the extent 
practicable.  The need for compensatory mitigation for adverse impacts to Waters of the United States is 
not anticipated.  If implemented, the proposed project would assume a NWP #42 (Recreational Facilities) 
for discharges of dredged or fill material into Waters of the United States.  Comal County would be 
required to abide by the conditions set forth in the NWP and the requirements of the National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) for construction and storm water discharge.  Construction 
contractors would be required, as part of their contracts, to obtain the necessary construction permits and 
comply with all permit requirements.  A Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) would be 
prepared describing the Best Management Practices (BMPs) that would be employed before, during, and 
after construction to minimize erosion and runoff from construction activities.  Temporary erosion control 
measures would remain in place until the disturbed areas are re-vegetated and permanently stabilized.  All 
construction activity and related traffic would be confined to the construction easements.  Following 
disturbance on USACE property, soils would be protected from erosion and re-vegetated using an 
appropriate mixture of native grasses. 
 
 Based on the EA and result of extensive agency coordination, a draft FONSI has been prepared for 
this action.  A Notice of Availability (NOA) has been prepared to notify the public of this action and to 
solicit comments.  The NOA, draft FONSI, and, EA are enclosed with this communication for your 
review and to solicit any additional comments or concerns your agency may have regarding this action.  
We will consider any additional comments that we receive from your office by the close of the comment 
period as indicated on the Public Notice.  Additional information regarding the proposed project is also 
available upon request.  Please address any requests or comments to the contact information indicated in 
the Public Notice.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
         Sincerely, 

 
         William Fickel Jr.   
        Chief, Planning Environmental, and  
             Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Enclosures 



 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P. O. BOX 17300 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS  76102-0300 
 

                                                      August 8, 2005  
              

Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division 
 
 
 

Ms. Kathy Boydston 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas  78744 

 
Dear Ms. Boydston: 

 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is assessing potential impacts to the 

environment that may result from the out granting of USACE property for the Comal County, 
Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake, Comal County, Texas.  The Environmental 
Assessment (EA) addresses the existing environmental resources, proposed project measures, and 
impacts to environmental resources that could occur with implementation of the proposed 
alternatives.  The purpose of this EA is to identify and evaluate the environmental aspects of 
implementing the proposed alternatives in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Code of Federal 
Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500-1508), and Engineering Regulation (ER) 200-2-2.   
 

Four alternatives were considered in the EA and included:  1) No Action, 2) Implementation 
of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp, 3) Alternative 2 With Closure of the Existing Comal County 
Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake Shores, and 4) Alternative 2 With Renovation of the Existing USACE 
Boat Ramp at Cranes Mill Park.  Alternative 4 was identified as the “preferred alternative” and 
would consist of constructing a new boat ramp and floating dock facility on Government fee-owned 
property, constructing 4.0 acres of parking lot area on private land on which the USACE owns a 
flowage easement, and removal of 30 vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces around Canyon 
Lake.  Installation of the new boat ramp would result in the addition of 30 vehicle-with-trailer 
parking spaces and the removal of 15 vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces by eliminating 
unauthorized launching at the end of Cranes Mill Road.  Scheduled improvements to the Cranes 
Mill Park boat ramp and parking area in 2006 would result in the net reduction of an additional 15 
vehicle-with-trailer parking spaces.  Through continued coordination between the USACE and 
Comal County, parking control measures such as vehicle barriers, enhanced surveillance, and gated 
access would be considered to better manage water-oriented recreation and improve lake safety.  In 
Addition, Comal County would be granted credit for approximately 9,746 cubic yards of fill 
material that was removed from the Suchi Creek Channel Area during the Mystic Shores Park 
development project.  This would offset the placement of approximately 5,700 cubic yards of fill 
material in the Canyon Lake flood storage pool required for construction of the Cranes Mill Road 
Boat Ramp project.  The “preferred alternative” would meet USACE policy objectives of insuring 
that new water-related recreation development would not increase boating traffic on Canyon Lake 
and would provide a modern boat ramp for residents located in the northwest area of the lake.   
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Long-term impacts from site preparation and construction activities associated with the 

“preferred alternative” would include the removal of approximately 10-15 mature live oak trees located 
on the privately owned flowage easement property within the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp study area. 
 The USACE would recommend to Comal County that removed live oak trees located within the 
flowage easement property of the study area be replaced with seedlings at a 2 to 1 ratio along the 924 to 
934 feet msl contour.  Long-term wetland impacts would include the removal of approximately 6-8 
buttonbush plants located within the footprint of the boat ramp along the shoreline of Canyon Lake.  
Mitigation for loss of wetland vegetation would include the replacement of buttonbush along adjacent 
shoreline areas of Canyon Lake.  Approximately 4.0 acres of prairie habitat consisting of a mixture of 
switchgrass, bluestem, buffalograss, Indian grass, and several species of forbs would be replaced with 
concrete and asphalt surfaces.     
 

Short-term impacts from required clearing and construction-related activities would directly 
and/or indirectly affect most animals that reside or wander within the study area.  The heavy 
machinery might kill some small, low-mobility animals such as mollusks, amphibians, and reptiles. 
Aquatic species may experience some impacts from decreased water quality due to increased 
turbidity associated with construction activities.  To limit impacts to existing fish and wildlife 
resources, construction activities would occur at a time other than the spring spawning season when 
fish and wildlife are more vulnerable to disturbances in the environment.  In addition, construction 
of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp would follow the requirements of the National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) for construction and storm water discharge.  A Storm 
Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) would be prepared describing the Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) that would be employed before, during, and after construction to minimize 
erosion and runoff from construction activities.  Following disturbance on USACE property, soils 
would be protected from erosion and re-vegetated using an appropriate mixture of native grasses.  
No impacts to threatened and endangered species are anticipated with implementation of any of the 
proposed alternatives.    
 
  Based on the EA and result of extensive agency coordination, a draft FONSI has been 
prepared for this action.  A Notice of Availability (NOA) has been prepared to notify the public of 
this action and to solicit comments.  The NOA, draft FONSI, and, EA are enclosed with this 
communication for your review and to solicit any additional comments or concerns your agency 
may have regarding this action.  We will consider any additional comments that we receive from 
your office by the close of the comment period as indicated on the Public Notice.  Additional 
information regarding the proposed project is also available upon request.  Please address any 
requests or comments to the contact information indicated in the Public Notice.  Thank you for your 
cooperation in this matter. 
 

 Sincerely, 

 
 William Fickel Jr.   
 Chief, Planning Environmental, and  

               Regulatory Division 
Enclosures 



 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P. O. BOX 17300 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS  76102-0300 
 

                                                      August 8, 2005  
              

Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division 
 
 
 

Mr. Rolin MacRae 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas  78744 

 
Dear Mr. MacRae: 

 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is assessing potential impacts to the 

environment that may result from the out granting of USACE property for the Comal County, 
Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake, Comal County, Texas.  The Environmental 
Assessment (EA) addresses the existing environmental resources, proposed project measures, and 
impacts to environmental resources that could occur with implementation of the proposed 
alternatives.  The purpose of this EA is to identify and evaluate the environmental aspects of 
implementing the proposed alternatives in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Code of Federal 
Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500-1508), and Engineering Regulation (ER) 200-2-2.   
 

Four alternatives were considered in the EA and included:  1) No Action, 2) Implementation 
of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp, 3) Alternative 2 With Closure of the Existing Comal County 
Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake Shores, and 4) Alternative 2 With Renovation of the Existing USACE 
Boat Ramp at Cranes Mill Park.  Alternative 4 was identified as the “preferred alternative” and 
would consist of constructing a new boat ramp and floating dock facility on Government fee-owned 
property, constructing 4.0 acres of parking lot area on private land on which the USACE owns a 
flowage easement, and removal of 30 vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces around Canyon 
Lake.  Installation of the new boat ramp would result in the addition of 30 vehicle-with-trailer 
parking spaces and the removal of 15 vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces by eliminating 
unauthorized launching at the end of Cranes Mill Road.  Scheduled improvements to the Cranes 
Mill Park boat ramp and parking area in 2006 would result in the net reduction of an additional 15 
vehicle-with-trailer parking spaces.  Through continued coordination between the USACE and 
Comal County, parking control measures such as vehicle barriers, enhanced surveillance, and gated 
access would be considered to better manage water-oriented recreation and improve lake safety.  In 
Addition, Comal County would be granted credit for approximately 9,746 cubic yards of fill 
material that was removed from the Suchi Creek Channel Area during the Mystic Shores Park 
development project.  This would offset the placement of approximately 5,700 cubic yards of fill 
material in the Canyon Lake flood storage pool required for construction of the Cranes Mill Road 
Boat Ramp project.  The “preferred alternative” would meet USACE policy objectives of insuring 
that new water-related recreation development would not increase boating traffic on Canyon Lake 
and would provide a modern boat ramp for residents located in the northwest area of the lake.   
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Long-term impacts from site preparation and construction activities associated with the 

“preferred alternative” would include the removal of approximately 10-15 mature live oak trees located 
on the privately owned flowage easement property within the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp study area. 
 The USACE would recommend to Comal County that removed live oak trees located within the 
flowage easement property of the study area be replaced with seedlings at a 2 to 1 ratio along the 924 to 
934 feet msl contour.  Long-term wetland impacts would include the removal of approximately 6-8 
buttonbush plants located within the footprint of the boat ramp along the shoreline of Canyon Lake.  
Mitigation for loss of wetland vegetation would include the replacement of buttonbush along adjacent 
shoreline areas of Canyon Lake.  Approximately 4.0 acres of prairie habitat consisting of a mixture of 
switchgrass, bluestem, buffalograss, Indian grass, and several species of forbs would be replaced with 
concrete and asphalt surfaces.     
 

Short-term impacts from required clearing and construction-related activities would directly 
and/or indirectly affect most animals that reside or wander within the study area.  The heavy 
machinery might kill some small, low-mobility animals such as mollusks, amphibians, and reptiles. 
Aquatic species may experience some impacts from decreased water quality due to increased 
turbidity associated with construction activities.  To limit impacts to existing fish and wildlife 
resources, construction activities would occur at a time other than the spring spawning season when 
fish and wildlife are more vulnerable to disturbances in the environment.  In addition, construction 
of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp would follow the requirements of the National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) for construction and storm water discharge.  A Storm 
Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) would be prepared describing the Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) that would be employed before, during, and after construction to minimize 
erosion and runoff from construction activities.  Following disturbance on USACE property, soils 
would be protected from erosion and re-vegetated using an appropriate mixture of native grasses.  
No impacts to threatened and endangered species are anticipated with implementation of any of the 
proposed alternatives.    
 
  Based on the EA and result of extensive agency coordination, a draft FONSI has been 
prepared for this action.  A Notice of Availability (NOA) has been prepared to notify the public of 
this action and to solicit comments.  The NOA, draft FONSI, and, EA are enclosed with this 
communication for your review and to solicit any additional comments or concerns your agency 
may have regarding this action.  We will consider any additional comments that we receive from 
your office by the close of the comment period as indicated on the Public Notice.  Additional 
information regarding the proposed project is also available upon request.  Please address any 
requests or comments to the contact information indicated in the Public Notice.  Thank you for your 
cooperation in this matter. 
 

 Sincerely, 

 
 William Fickel Jr.   
 Chief, Planning Environmental, and  

               Regulatory Division 
Enclosures 



 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P. O. BOX 17300 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS  76102-0300 
 

                                                      August 8, 2005  
              

Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division 
 
 
 

Mr. Roy Kleinsasser 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas  78744 

 
Dear Mr. Kleinsasser: 

 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is assessing potential impacts to the 

environment that may result from the out granting of USACE property for the Comal County, 
Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake, Comal County, Texas.  The Environmental 
Assessment (EA) addresses the existing environmental resources, proposed project measures, and 
impacts to environmental resources that could occur with implementation of the proposed 
alternatives.  The purpose of this EA is to identify and evaluate the environmental aspects of 
implementing the proposed alternatives in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Code of Federal 
Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500-1508), and Engineering Regulation (ER) 200-2-2.   
 

Four alternatives were considered in the EA and included:  1) No Action, 2) Implementation 
of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp, 3) Alternative 2 With Closure of the Existing Comal County 
Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake Shores, and 4) Alternative 2 With Renovation of the Existing USACE 
Boat Ramp at Cranes Mill Park.  Alternative 4 was identified as the “preferred alternative” and 
would consist of constructing a new boat ramp and floating dock facility on Government fee-owned 
property, constructing 4.0 acres of parking lot area on private land on which the USACE owns a 
flowage easement, and removal of 30 vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces around Canyon 
Lake.  Installation of the new boat ramp would result in the addition of 30 vehicle-with-trailer 
parking spaces and the removal of 15 vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces by eliminating 
unauthorized launching at the end of Cranes Mill Road.  Scheduled improvements to the Cranes 
Mill Park boat ramp and parking area in 2006 would result in the net reduction of an additional 15 
vehicle-with-trailer parking spaces.  Through continued coordination between the USACE and 
Comal County, parking control measures such as vehicle barriers, enhanced surveillance, and gated 
access would be considered to better manage water-oriented recreation and improve lake safety.  In 
Addition, Comal County would be granted credit for approximately 9,746 cubic yards of fill 
material that was removed from the Suchi Creek Channel Area during the Mystic Shores Park 
development project.  This would offset the placement of approximately 5,700 cubic yards of fill 
material in the Canyon Lake flood storage pool required for construction of the Cranes Mill Road 
Boat Ramp project.  The “preferred alternative” would meet USACE policy objectives of insuring 
that new water-related recreation development would not increase boating traffic on Canyon Lake 
and would provide a modern boat ramp for residents located in the northwest area of the lake.   
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Long-term impacts from site preparation and construction activities associated with the 

“preferred alternative” would include the removal of approximately 10-15 mature live oak trees located 
on the privately owned flowage easement property within the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp study area. 
 The USACE would recommend to Comal County that removed live oak trees located within the 
flowage easement property of the study area be replaced with seedlings at a 2 to 1 ratio along the 924 to 
934 feet msl contour.  Long-term wetland impacts would include the removal of approximately 6-8 
buttonbush plants located within the footprint of the boat ramp along the shoreline of Canyon Lake.  
Mitigation for loss of wetland vegetation would include the replacement of buttonbush along adjacent 
shoreline areas of Canyon Lake.  Approximately 4.0 acres of prairie habitat consisting of a mixture of 
switchgrass, bluestem, buffalograss, Indian grass, and several species of forbs would be replaced with 
concrete and asphalt surfaces.     
 

Short-term impacts from required clearing and construction-related activities would directly 
and/or indirectly affect most animals that reside or wander within the study area.  The heavy 
machinery might kill some small, low-mobility animals such as mollusks, amphibians, and reptiles. 
Aquatic species may experience some impacts from decreased water quality due to increased 
turbidity associated with construction activities.  To limit impacts to existing fish and wildlife 
resources, construction activities would occur at a time other than the spring spawning season when 
fish and wildlife are more vulnerable to disturbances in the environment.  In addition, construction 
of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp would follow the requirements of the National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) for construction and storm water discharge.  A Storm 
Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) would be prepared describing the Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) that would be employed before, during, and after construction to minimize 
erosion and runoff from construction activities.  Following disturbance on USACE property, soils 
would be protected from erosion and re-vegetated using an appropriate mixture of native grasses.  
No impacts to threatened and endangered species are anticipated with implementation of any of the 
proposed alternatives.    
 
  Based on the EA and result of extensive agency coordination, a draft FONSI has been 
prepared for this action.  A Notice of Availability (NOA) has been prepared to notify the public of 
this action and to solicit comments.  The NOA, draft FONSI, and, EA are enclosed with this 
communication for your review and to solicit any additional comments or concerns your agency 
may have regarding this action.  We will consider any additional comments that we receive from 
your office by the close of the comment period as indicated on the Public Notice.  Additional 
information regarding the proposed project is also available upon request.  Please address any 
requests or comments to the contact information indicated in the Public Notice.  Thank you for your 
cooperation in this matter. 
 

 Sincerely, 

 
 William Fickel Jr.   
 Chief, Planning Environmental, and  

               Regulatory Division 
Enclosures 



 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P. O. BOX 17300 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS  76102-0300  
                                                       August 8, 2005  

              
Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division 

 
 
 

Mr. Robert Pine  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
10711Burnet Road, Suite 200 
Austin, Texas  78758 
 
Dear Mr. Pine: 

 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is assessing potential impacts to the 

environment that may result from the out granting of USACE property for the Comal County, Cranes 
Mill Road Boat Ramp at Canyon Lake, Comal County, Texas.  The Environmental Assessment (EA) 
addresses the existing environmental resources, proposed project measures, and impacts to 
environmental resources that could occur with implementation of the proposed alternatives.  The 
purpose of this EA is to identify and evaluate the environmental aspects of implementing the proposed 
alternatives in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, 
and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR parts 1500-
1508), and Engineering Regulation (ER) 200-2-2.   
 

Four alternatives were considered in the EA and included:  1) No Action, 2) Implementation of 
the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp, 3) Alternative 2 With Closure of the Existing Comal County Boat 
Ramp at Canyon Lake Shores, and 4) Alternative 2 With Renovation of the Existing USACE Boat 
Ramp at Cranes Mill Park.  Alternative 4 was identified as the “preferred alternative” and would 
consist of constructing a new boat ramp and floating dock facility on Government fee-owned property, 
constructing 4.0 acres of parking lot area on private land on which the USACE owns a flowage 
easement, and removal of 30 vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces around Canyon Lake.  
Installation of the new boat ramp would result in the addition of 30 vehicle-with-trailer parking spaces 
and the removal of 15 vehicle-with-trailer overflow parking spaces by eliminating unauthorized 
launching at the end of Cranes Mill Road.  Scheduled improvements to the Cranes Mill Park boat ramp 
and parking area in 2006 would result in the net reduction of an additional 15 vehicle-with-trailer 
parking spaces.  Through continued coordination between the USACE and Comal County, parking 
control measures such as vehicle barriers, enhanced surveillance, and gated access would be 
considered to better manage water-oriented recreation and improve lake safety.  In Addition, Comal 
County would be granted credit for approximately 9,746 cubic yards of fill material that was removed 
from the Suchi Creek Channel Area during the Mystic Shores Park development project.  This would 
offset the placement of approximately 5,700 cubic yards of fill material in the Canyon Lake flood 
storage pool required for construction of the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp project.  The “preferred 
alternative” would meet USACE policy objectives of insuring that new water-related recreation 
development would not increase boating traffic on Canyon Lake and would provide a modern boat 
ramp for residents located in the northwest area of the lake.   
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Long-term impacts from site preparation and construction activities associated with the “preferred 

alternative” would include the removal of approximately 10-15 mature live oak trees located on the 
privately owned flowage easement property within the Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp study area.  The 
USACE would recommend to Comal County that removed live oak trees located within the flowage 
easement property of the study area be replaced with seedlings at a 2 to 1 ratio along the 924 to 934 feet 
msl contour.  Long-term wetland impacts would include the removal of approximately 6-8 buttonbush 
plants located within the footprint of the boat ramp along the shoreline of Canyon Lake.  Mitigation for 
loss of wetland vegetation would include the replacement of buttonbush along adjacent shoreline areas of 
Canyon Lake.  Approximately 4.0 acres of prairie habitat consisting of a mixture of switchgrass, bluestem, 
buffalograss, Indian grass, and several species of forbs would be replaced with concrete and asphalt 
surfaces.     
 

Short-term impacts from required clearing and construction-related activities would directly 
and/or indirectly affect most animals that reside or wander within the study area.  The heavy 
machinery might kill some small, low-mobility animals such as mollusks, amphibians, and reptiles. 
Aquatic species may experience some impacts from decreased water quality due to increased turbidity 
associated with construction activities.  To limit impacts to existing fish and wildlife resources, 
construction activities would occur at a time other than the spring spawning season when fish and 
wildlife are more vulnerable to disturbances in the environment.  In addition, construction of the 
Cranes Mill Road Boat Ramp would follow the requirements of the National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) for construction and storm water discharge.  A Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) would be prepared describing the Best Management Practices (BMPs) that 
would be employed before, during, and after construction to minimize erosion and runoff from 
construction activities.  Following disturbance on USACE property, soils would be protected from 
erosion and re-vegetated using an appropriate mixture of native grasses.  No impacts to threatened and 
endangered species are anticipated with implementation of any of the proposed alternatives.    
 
  Based on the EA and result of extensive agency coordination, a draft FONSI has been prepared 
for this action.  A Notice of Availability (NOA) has been prepared to notify the public of this action 
and to solicit comments.  The NOA, draft FONSI, and, EA are enclosed with this communication for 
your review and to solicit any additional comments or concerns your agency may have regarding this 
action.  We will consider any additional comments that we receive from your office by the close of the 
comment period as indicated on the Public Notice.  Additional information regarding the proposed 
project is also available upon request.  Please address any requests or comments to the contact 
information indicated in the Public Notice.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 

 Sincerely, 

 
 William Fickel Jr.   
 Chief, Planning Environmental, and  

               Regulatory Division 
 
Enclosures 

 






