
For more information, please visit the project website at: http://www.swf.usace.army.mil/Missions/WaterSustainment/DallasFloodway.aspx

Study Area and Historical River Courses

DALLAS FLOODWAY LEVEE SYSTEM
The Dallas Floodway contains 22.6 miles of earthern levees along the Trinity 
River.
East Levee

♦  The upstream terminus is approximately at the I-35E Bridge. The 
downstream end of the East Levee is located at the DART Rail Bridge and 
AT&SF Bridge. 

West Levee
♦  The upstream end of the West Levee begins adjacent to the Loop 12 Walton 

Walker Boulevard service road. The West Levee extends downstream along 
the Main Stem of the Trinity River to approximately the DART Rail Bridge 
and AT&SF Bridge.

PUMP STATIONS
The Dallas Floodway contains six pumping plants (Able, Baker, Charlie, Delta, 
Hampton, and Pavaho), associated sumps, seven pressure sewers, and numerous 
gravity sluices.

NOTABLE FLOODWAY EVENTS
♦  1800s - 1900s: Large riverine flooding events, averaging once every 17 

years
♦  1908: Trinity River flood (184,000 cubic feet per second [cfs])
♦  1928 - 1931: Levees and Interior Drainage System built
♦  Post 1920s: Gradual elimination of meanders, high-value habitat, and 

connections to adjacent ecosystems
♦  1942: Major storms and urbanization cause severe flooding
♦  1945 & 1950: Dallas Floodway project authorized
♦  1958: “Dallas Floodway” completed (strengthening of original levee 

system)
♦  1960: Dallas County accepts responsibility for Dallas Floodway 

management
♦  1968: Responsibility for Dallas Floodway management transferred to the 

cities of Dallas and Irving
♦  1990: Trinity River flood (82,300 cfs - largest since 1908)
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T R I N I T Y  R I V E R

Original East and West Levees
Constructed 1928 - 1932
by Dallas County Levee
Improvement District

USACE 1945 and 1950 River and Harbors Act
Authorized Improvements
Constructed: 1953 - 1960
Interior Drainage Upgrades
Levee and River Channel Modifications

Post-Authorization City of Dallas Improvements
Slope Flattening and River Widening Between

Commerce and AT&SF Bridges (1990's)
Rochester Park Levee (1991)

Central Wastewater Treatment
  Plant (CWWTP) Levee

  (1940 and 1994) Cadillac Heights
Levee (Proposed)

Lamar Street
Levee (Proposed)

Old Coombs/ Coombs Creek
Pressure Sewers
(1931 & 1957)

Belleview
Pressure Sewer

(1931)

Dallas Branch
Pressure Sewer

(1932)

Woodall Rodgers
Pressure Sewer

(1979)

Turtle Creek
Pressure Sewer

(1957)

Rochester Park
Levee

CWWTP
Levee

Dallas Floodway Extension Project
Construction: 2001 - 2016

Cadillac Heights Levee
Lamar St. Levee

Rochester Park Levee Upgrade
CWWTP Levee Upgrade

Upper and Lower Chain Wetlands
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Delta
(1929, 1956)

Hampton
(1958, 1975)

Baker
(1929, 1975)

Pavaho
(1955, 1975, 2012)

Charlie
(1929, 1956)

Able
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LEGEND
Original Levee
USACE Authorized Improvements
City of Dallas Improvements
Rochester Park Levee
Central Wastewater Treatment Plant Levee
Lamar St. and Cadillac Heights
DFE Proposed Levees

= Pumping Plant
Current Trinity River
Historical Trinity River Course (1920)
Pressure Sewer
Freeway
Sump Storage Ponds
Surface Water
Study Area

Overview of the Dallas Floodway Levee System and Adjacent 
Flood Risk Management Features

Existing Dallas Floodway Levee System


