
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Fort Worth District 
Permit Application No. SWF-2025-00163 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The Fort Worth District of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) has received a prospectus for Kickapoo Creek II Mitigation Bank 
from Wild-TX Lands, LLC. The purpose of this public notice is to solicit comments from 
the public regarding the work described below: 

APPLICANT: Cliff Sunda 
Wild-TX Lands, LLC 
P.O. Box 6282 

 Tyler, Texas 75711 

LOCATION: The proposed bank is located along Kickapoo Creek, approximately 2.8 
miles northeast of Troup, Smith County, Texas. The approximate center of the proposed 
bank is latitude 32.1926 north and longitude 95.0857 west, located on Troup E 7.5-
minute quadrangle map, U.S. Geological Survey. The site is located within the Upper 
Angelina watershed (8-digit HUC 12020004) and the South Central Plains U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Level III Ecoregion. Maps of the proposed 
bank are provided as figures 1-7. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The bank sponsor proposes to restore, enhance, and 
permanently protect approximately 5,936 linear feet of intermittent streams, 1,894 linear 
feet of perennial streams, and 13.85 acres of forested wetlands. The site is located 
within the Upper Angelina watershed of the Neches River basin. The proposed bank 
would create in-channel credits and riparian-buffer credits for both intermittent and 
perennial streams and forested-wetland credits. The purpose of the proposed bank is to 
provide potential permittees with mitigation credits needed to compensate for 
unavoidable loss of waters of the U.S. (WOTUS) within the proposed service areas in 
accordance with the Mitigation Banking Guidelines (CESWF-10-MIT, dated June 16, 
2011).  

The Sponsor is proposing primary, secondary, and tertiary service areas within the 
Neches River basin. The proposed primary service area includes the Upper Angelina 
HUC (12020004). Upper Angelina is within the South Central Plains Level III Ecoregion. 
It includes portions of Angelina, Cherokee, Nacogdoches, Rusk, and Smith counties. 
The proposed secondary service area includes the Upper Neches HUC (12020001), 
Middle Neches HUC (12020002), and Lower Angelina HUC (12020005) within the 
South Central Plains Level III Ecoregion. This includes portions of Anderson, Angelina, 
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Cherokee, Henderson, Houston, Jasper, Nacogdoches, Newton, Rusk, Sabine, San 
Augustine, Shelby, Smith, and Van Zandt counties. The proposed tertiary service area 
includes the Upper Neches HUC (12020001) within the Texas Blackland Prairie Level III 
Ecoregion. This includes portions of Henderson, Smith, and Van Zandt counties. 
 
The proposed bank property features rolling hills and valleys, with the northern part 
mainly covered by a mixed pine-hardwood forest. Within these valleys are unnamed 
intermittent streams that have narrow floodplains, which feed into the broad floodplain of 
a perennial stream, Kickapoo Creek, on the southern end of the property. The lower 
floodplains of both intermittent and perennial streams mainly consist of hardwood 
overstory trees, with an understory and midstory dominated by Chinese privet. 
Additionally, several intermittent streams and ponds are found within the site boundary. 
About 16.6 acres of the proposed bank are mapped as wetland by the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) National Wetland Inventory (NWI). Floodplains 
along most of the mapped streams within the site are shown to be potential wetland 
areas. Soils are mapped by the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) as 
loam, fine sandy loam, loamy fine sand, and very fine sandy loam. The three most 
dominant soil types are the Mattex loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes, frequently flooded (Ma); 
Cuthbert fine sandy loam, 5 to 20 percent slopes (CfE); and the Owentown loamy fine 
sand, occasionally flooded (Ow). 
 
Bank streams, riparian buffers, and wetlands would be protected in perpetuity through a 
conservation easement administered by a 501(c)(3) land trust. A mitigation banking 
instrument (MBI) would be developed in accordance with the Compensatory Mitigation 
for Losses of Aquatic Resources (CMLR), (Federal Register, Thursday, April 10, 2008, 
Vol. 73, No. 70, pp. 19594-19705). The MBI would detail legal and physical 
characteristics and how the proposed bank would be established and operated. 
Subjects addressed in detail in the MBI would include development of the site, service 
area, credit determination, short and long-term financial assurances, scope of 
agreement, purpose and goals, baseline conditions, performance standards for 
enhancement activities, accounting procedures, monitoring and reporting, long-term 
maintenance and protection, and transfer of bank ownership or sponsorship. 
 
The USACE, USEPA, USFWS, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), 
Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC), and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) comprise the Interagency Review Team (IRT) and would be involved in 
reviewing and developing the MBI. Agencies other than the USACE may choose to be 
signatories to the final document.  
 
Implementation of the proposed bank would require Department of the Army verification 
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. §1344). Based on preliminary 
evaluation by the USACE, the proposed bank would be verified by using Nationwide 
Permit 27 for Aquatic Habitat Restoration, Establishment, and Enhancement Activities. 
 
 



CULTURAL RESOURCES: In accordance with 36CFR800 and 33CFR325 (Appendix 
C), the District Engineer reviewed the cultural resources survey report provided by the 
applicant and consulted the latest version of the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP). Both the survey and NRHP indicate that there are no historic properties 
present. The survey report was submitted to the Texas Historical Commission (THC) on 
April 22, 2025, under the former project number SWF-2021-00294, and USACE 
received concurrence with the finding of No Historic Properties Affected on May 15, 
2025 (THC #202509553). 
 
ENDANGERED SPECIES: The Corps has performed an initial review of the bank 
prospectus by using the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) tool 
to determine if threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate species, as well as the 
proposed and final designated critical habitat might occur in the vicinity of the proposed 
project.  
 
There are two (2) federally listed species: Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) and Red 
Knot (Calidris canutus rufa). There are four (4) species proposed for listing: Tricolored 
Bat (Perimyotis subflavus), Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macrochelys temminckii), 
Louisiana Pigtoe Mussel (Pleurobema riddellii), and Monarch Butterfly (Danaus 
plexippus). Designated critical habitat or proposed critical habitat does not occur within 
the vicinity of the proposed work. 
 
Based on this initial review, the Corps has made a preliminary determination that the 
proposed project would not affect any listed species, species proposed for listing, or 
candidate species.   
 
Pursuant to Section 7 ESA, any required consultation with the USFWS would be 
conducted in accordance with 50 CFR part 402.  
 
This notice serves as request to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for any additional 
information on whether any listed or proposed to be listed endangered or threatened 
species or critical habitat may be present in the area which would be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
 
NAVIGATION: The proposed activity is not located in the vicinity of a federal navigation 
channel. 
 
SECTION 408: The applicant will not require permission under Section 14 of the Rivers 
and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 408) because the activity, in whole or in part, would 
not alter, occupy, or use a Corps Civil Works project. 
 
WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION: Individual Water Quality Certification would not 
be required from the TCEQ for the proposed work. 
 
NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the 
applicant. This information has not been verified or evaluated to ensure compliance with 



laws and regulation governing the regulatory program. The geographic extent of aquatic 
resources within the proposed project area that either are, or are presumed to be, within 
the Corps jurisdiction has not been verified by Corps personnel. 

COMMENTS: The Corps is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, State, and 
local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties to comment on 
this bank proposal to assist the USACE and other members of the IRT in developing the 
final MBI. For accuracy and completeness of the record, all data in support of or in 
opposition to the proposed work should be submitted in writing setting forth sufficient 
details to furnish a clear understanding of the reasons for support or opposition.  

The Fort Worth District will receive written comments on the proposed work, as outlined 
above, until June 11, 2026. Comments should be submitted electronically via the 
Regulatory Request System (RRS) at https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs or to Brian Bartels at 
brian.c.bartels@usace.army.mil. Alternatively, you may submit comments in writing to 
the Regulatory Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth District, Attention:  
Brian Bartels, P.O. Box 17300, 819 Taylor Street, Room 3A37, Fort Worth, Texas 
76102-0300. Please refer to the permit application number in your comments. 

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, 
that a public hearing be held to consider the application. Requests for public hearings 
shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. Requests for a 
public hearing will be granted, unless the District Engineer determines that the issues 
raised are insubstantial or there is otherwise no valid interest to be served by a hearing. 

https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs
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Figure 1.  Location map of the site.
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Figure 2.  USGS topographic map of the site. 
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Figure 3. Aerial photograph of the site in 2024 showing the reforested portions of the site. 
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Figure 4. NRCS SSURGO Soil survey map of the site over the National Map baselayer. 
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Figure 5. National Wetland Inventory classification of the site. 
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Figure 6. Mitigation Work Plan for Kickapoo Creek II Mitigation Bank. 
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Figure 7. Proposed service area map based on guidance in CESWF-10-MITB. 




