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USACE announces public comment period for Aquilla Lake Reallocation Study and EA  
   
FORT WORTH, Texas – Fort Worth District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers representatives announced today the Draft 
Reallocation Report with Integrated Environmental Assessment and Draft Finding of No Significant Impact for the Middle 
Brazos System Assessment: Phase II Aquilla Water Supply in Hill County, Texas. 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth District prepared the draft report with integrated EA to identify, evaluate, 
and disclose all impacts that would result from the implementation of proposed alternatives to address projected future 
water supply needs in Central Texas. 
 
Increasing demand due to population growth, which is driving the need for additional water, is projected to result in water 
supply shortages of 2,800 to 3,700 acre-feet per year beginning as early as 2020 with the shortage in 2070 forecasted to 
be approximately 7,500 to 30,000 acre-feet.  The water storage in Aquilla Lake is covered under a Water Supply 
Agreement, dated April 5, 1976, between the U.S. Government and the Brazos River Authority. 

Alternatives evaluated in the reallocation study include 2.5-foot, 4.5-foot, and 6.5-foot raises of the conservation pool at 
Aquilla Lake, a “no action” alternative, and a pipeline alternative that would divert water supply from Whitney Lake to an 
existing pipeline that runs from Aquilla Lake to Pat Cleburne Lake near Cleburne, Texas.   

The draft Reallocation Report with integrated EA and draft FONSI is available for review at: 

Hillsboro Library Cleburne Public Library West Public Library 
118 South Waco Street 302 W. Henderson Street 209 Tokio Road 
Hillsboro, Texas 76645 Cleburne, Texas 76033 West, Texas 76691 

 
The document can also be viewed on the Fort Worth District website at: http://www.swf.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-
Works/Aquilla/ or on the Brazos River Authority website at: http://www.brazos.org/Lake-Aquilla-Reallocation.    
  

A 30-day public comment period will close on August 7.  Please address any comments to Ms. Marcia Hackett, 
Environmental Compliance Branch, Regional Planning and Environmental Center, 819 Taylor Street, Room 3A12, Fort 
Worth, Texas 76102 or at the following email: marcia.r.hackett@usace.army.mil 

 
 

-30- 
 
About the Fort Worth District: The Fort Worth District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was established in 1950. The 
District is responsible for water resources development in two-thirds of Texas, and design and construction at military 
installations in Texas and parts of Louisiana and New Mexico.  Visit the Fort Worth District Web site at: 
www.swf.usace.army.mil and SWF Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/usacefortworth/.  
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July 6, 2017 
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http://www.brazos.org/Lake-Aquilla-Reallocation
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From: Newman, Rob SWF
To: kirbyword@hillsboro.net
Cc: Haferkamp, William W SWF; Brad Brunett (bradb@brazos.org)
Subject: RE: Lake Aquilla
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2009 10:26:54 AM
Attachments: Aquilla Public Meeting 09 Nov 09 v3.pdf

Mr. Word,

Thank you for your comments on the Aquilla Reallocation study.  I have attached the power point that was given at
the meeting for your reference.  I regret to say that we will not be evaluating a pool raise quite to the extent that you
are wanting, but are exploring minor pool raises at the 2.5, 4.5 and 6.5 feet levels. 

Let me know if you have any questions.

Rob Newman
Chief, Planning Section
CESWF-PER-PP
PO BOX 17300
Fort Worth, TX 76102-0300
Office: 817-886-1762
Cell: 817-504-9186
Fax: 817-886-6499

-----Original Message-----
From: kirbyword@hillsboro.net [mailto:kirbyword@hillsboro.net]
Sent: Sunday, November 08, 2009 6:21 PM
To: Newman, Rob SWF
Subject: Lake Aquilla

Sir:

I really wish I could be at the meeting in Hillsboro this monday night, but I cannot.

I own approx 1 1/2 mile of frontage with the corp off of HCR 2445LP.

My land is probably closer to the actual water than anyone else.

To me, it looks silly that when the lake is at capacity, it barely touches the dam.  I would like for you to raise the
water level 15 feet.

I would give up a few acres to make this happen.  I know that with a hard rain, it might raise 25 feet which would
flood a few acres of mine, but that would be ok,,,,its all coastal bermudagrass.

thanks

Kirby Word,,,,,817-994-6241

mailto:/O=USACE EXCHANGE/OU=SWD ADMIN GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=M2ODWARN42156136
mailto:kirbyword@hillsboro.net
mailto:William.W.Haferkamp@usace.army.mil
mailto:bradb@brazos.org
mailto:kirbyword@hillsboro.net
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BUILDING STRONG®


1) Background


2) Overview  


3) Existing conditions


4) Preliminary alternative evaluations


5) Where do we go from here


AgendaAgenda
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BUILDING STRONG®


BUILDING STRONG®


Background
Reservoir Reallocation Study History


 BRA entered cost sharing agreement with the Corps in December 2005


 Phase I included preliminary screening of all Corps reservoirs in Brazos 
basin to identify candidates for more detailed Phase II study


 Aquilla was selected as top priority candidate for Phase II study because:
► Local need for additional water supply


► Limited alternatives for additional water supply development


► Relatively few potentially affected facilities (parks, marinas, roads, etc.) 
compared to other reservoirs


 Phase II study efforts began in spring 2008
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BUILDING STRONG®


Lake Aquilla Water Supply and Demand
(BRA Water Services - Oct. 2009)
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BUILDING STRONG®


• Explain the processes of the study to the public


• The National Environmental Policy Act and Corps 
guidance requires public involvement early in the 
process


• Solicit comments and input about the study


OverviewOverview
Purpose of MeetingPurpose of Meeting
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BUILDING STRONG®


Non-Federal Sponsor:
Brazos River Authority (BRA)


Study Purpose:
Perform detailed investigations of reallocation of storage in 
Aquilla Lake


Study Need:
State Water Plan & Aquilla Lake water users indicate need for 
additional water supply in the Aquilla Lake Service Area


OverviewOverview
Aquilla Lake Storage Aquilla Lake Storage 
Reallocation StudyReallocation Study


BUILDING STRONG®


OverviewOverview
Aquilla Lake Study AreaAquilla Lake Study Area


The Lake Itself;


Upstream Limits:
A few miles up 
Hackberry and Aquilla 
Creeks;


Downstream Limits:
From the Dam to the 
Brazos River
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BUILDING STRONG®


Three types of storage:


1)  Sediment Pool – Set aside for sediment deposition


2)  Conservation Pool – Generally used for water supply 
or hydropower


3)  Flood Pool – Storage used to temporarily retain 
floodwaters to reduce downstream flooding


OverviewOverview
What is Storage?What is Storage?


BUILDING STRONG®


Became operational in 1982


Top of Flood Pool (556.0 msl)
94,634 acre/feet of storage


Top of Conservation Pool (537.5 msl)
45,235 acre/feet of storage
3,164 surface acres at conservation pool


Bottom of Conservation Pool (503.0 msl)


Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions


Aquilla LakeAquilla Lake StorageStorage
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BUILDING STRONG®


Top of Conservation Pool


Storage Reallocation (“Pool Rise”) = 
New Top of Conservation Pool


Top of Flood Pool


Aquilla Lake Reallocation SchematicAquilla Lake Reallocation Schematic


Emergency
Spillway


Outlet Conduit


BUILDING STRONG®


No Action Alternative:
Current elevation 537.5 msl


Reallocation Alternatives:
• Alt 1 – Elevation 540.0 msl (2.5 feet)
• Alt 2 – Elevation 542.0 msl (4.5 feet)
• Alt 3 – Elevation 544.0 msl (6.5 feet)


Other Alternatives:
Pipeline from Lake Whitney and desalinization plant


Preliminary Alternative EvaluationsPreliminary Alternative Evaluations
Alternatives to be AnalyzedAlternatives to be Analyzed
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BUILDING STRONG®


Preliminary Alternative Analysis
Factors to be Evaluated


 Increased water supply & water rights


 Environmental impacts


 Dam safety & continued flood control


 Facility relocations/modifications


 Impacts to cultural resources


 Costs estimates for implementation


BUILDING STRONG®


Preliminary Alternative EvaluationsPreliminary Alternative Evaluations
Storage Simulation ResultsStorage Simulation Results


RiverWareRiverWare SoftwareSoftware


20,213 (+3,768)16,62068,144544.00Alt # 3


18,908 (+2,463)16,37059,650542.00Alt # 2


17,749 (+1,304)15,05052,659540.00Alt # 1


16,44513,68044,577537.50Existing


RiverWare
(ac-ft/yr)


WAM
(ac-ft/yr)


(acre-feet)(feet)Alternative


Dependable
Yield


Conservation
Pool Capacity


Elevation at
Top of


Conservation


Top of
Conservation
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BUILDING STRONG®


Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
EnvironmentalEnvironmental


Vegetative Cover TypeVegetative Cover Type


3.6%19.9%11.7%1.1%27.3%3.3%2.3%30.9%Percent of 
Total Area


3652,0421,1991132,8023342313,164Acres


SavannaDeciduous 
Shrubland


GrasslandHerbaceous 
Wetland


Upland ForestRiparian 
Woodland


Disturbed 
Areas


Lake 
Surface


Type


BUILDING STRONG®


Habitat quality was measured using U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Services Habitat Evaluation Procedures 
(HEP)


Assesses the quality of the habitat by using indicator 
species for each cover type available taking into 
account life requisites such as available food, size 
and density of cover, etc.


A Habitat Suitability Indices (HSI) value is assigned with 
1.0 being the highest value and 0.0 being no suitable 
habitat available


Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
EnvironmentalEnvironmental
Habitat QualityHabitat Quality
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BUILDING STRONG®


Riparian Woodlands – average quality 0.67 HSI value


Upland Deciduous Forest – good quality 0.74 HSI value


Herbaceous Wetland – average quality 0.54 HSI value


Grassland – average quality 0.48 HSI value 


Deciduous Shrublands – average quality 0.63 HSI value


Savanna – Average quality 0.54 HSI value


Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
EnvironmentalEnvironmental


Habitat Quality Habitat Quality ConCon’’tt


BUILDING STRONG®


There are currently seepage issues at Aquilla Lake


A seepage mitigation plan is currently being 
implemented 
- Corps is currently installing relief wells and collector 
ditches


After the plan is implemented there will be a few years of 
monitoring required


Before an actual pool raise could occur, these issues 
have to be resolved


Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
Dam SafetyDam Safety
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BUILDING STRONG®


Aquilla currently provides flood protection for downstream 
reaches, but these are mostly farm fields and non-
residential structures.


Existing perched spillway is being evaluated to ensure that 
it doesn’t erode if flooded


If analysis shows that it may erode during potential 
discharge events, then it will have to be protected as part 
of a pool raise project


Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
Dam Safety Dam Safety ConCon’’tt..


BUILDING STRONG®


Aquilla is a good prospect for a pool raise due to the fact 
that there are very few recreational facilities and/or 
utilities that would have to be relocated


There are only 2 main boat ramps and three restrooms


If a facility were impacted it would be relocated to a higher 
elevation 


Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
Facility Relocations/ModificationsFacility Relocations/Modifications
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BUILDING STRONG®


Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
CostsCosts


Aquilla Reallocation Study Costs ~ $2.0 million and cost shared 50/50


Implementation costs could include (100% non-Federal 
responsibilities):


• Required relocations of facilities
• Updated cost of storage
• Environmental mitigation
• Cultural resource mitigation
• Spillway/Dam modifications
• Other construction expenses, if any


BUILDING STRONG®


There are numerous cultural resource sites that have the 
potential to be affected by a pool raise.  


Detailed cultural surveys will be conducted and sites that 
would be threatened by a pool raise would be 
mitigated.


Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
Cultural ResourcesCultural Resources
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BUILDING STRONG®


• Huge effort still remains
• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 


compliance 
• Mitigation plan
• State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) 


concurrence
• Dam safety compliance needs to be 


implemented


Alternative EvaluationsAlternative Evaluations
Remaining EffortsRemaining Efforts


BUILDING STRONG®


• Finish Alternative Evaluation – Jan. 2011
• Another public meeting required


• Draft Reallocation Report - Jan 2012 
• 30-day public comment period after draft report 


completed


• Final Reallocation Report – Sep 2012


• BRA Apply for Permit – tbd


• Implement pool raise if determined appropriate and 
permitted - tbd


Where do we go from here?Where do we go from here?
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BUILDING STRONG®


QuestionsQuestions
oror


CommentsComments


BUILDING STRONG®


Rob Newman 
817-886-1762


Rob.Newman@usace.army.mil


CESWF-PER-PP


PO Box 17300


Fort Worth, Texas 76102-0300


Brad Brunett
254-761-3171


bradb@brazos.org


Brazos River Authority


PO Box 7555


Waco, Texas 


Contact InformationContact Information
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Newman, Rob SWF

From: Al Vanek [alrvanek@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, March 15, 2010 12:00 PM
To: Newman, Rob SWF
Subject: Lake Aquilla

In November of 2009, I read an article about the Corp and BRA evaluating the possibility of raising the level of 
Lake Aquilla in Hill County, Texas.   I fish  Lake Aquilla on a regular basis, therefore, am very interested in the 
status of your review.   My main interest is will the level change and to what level.    Just FYI,  I am 100% in 
favor of raising the level.
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US Army Corps of Engineers
BUILDING STRONG®

Brazos Systems Assessment
Phase II, Aquilla Lake Storage 
Reallocation Study
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Chief, Planning Section 

Fort Worth District

Brad Brunett
Senior Hydrologist 

Brazos River Authority

Public Meeting

09 November 2009

BUILDING STRONG®

1) Background

2) Overview  

3) Existing conditions

4) Preliminary alternative evaluations

5) Where do we go from here

AgendaAgenda
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BUILDING STRONG®

BUILDING STRONG®

Background
Reservoir Reallocation Study History

 BRA entered cost sharing agreement with the Corps in December 2005

 Phase I included preliminary screening of all Corps reservoirs in Brazos 
basin to identify candidates for more detailed Phase II study

 Aquilla was selected as top priority candidate for Phase II study because:
► Local need for additional water supply

► Limited alternatives for additional water supply development

► Relatively few potentially affected facilities (parks, marinas, roads, etc.) 
compared to other reservoirs

 Phase II study efforts began in spring 2008
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BUILDING STRONG®

Lake Aquilla Water Supply and Demand
(BRA Water Services - Oct. 2009)
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BUILDING STRONG®

• Explain the processes of the study to the public

• The National Environmental Policy Act and Corps 
guidance requires public involvement early in the 
process

• Solicit comments and input about the study

OverviewOverview
Purpose of MeetingPurpose of Meeting
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BUILDING STRONG®

Non-Federal Sponsor:
Brazos River Authority (BRA)

Study Purpose:
Perform detailed investigations of reallocation of storage in 
Aquilla Lake

Study Need:
State Water Plan & Aquilla Lake water users indicate need for 
additional water supply in the Aquilla Lake Service Area

OverviewOverview
Aquilla Lake Storage Aquilla Lake Storage 
Reallocation StudyReallocation Study

BUILDING STRONG®

OverviewOverview
Aquilla Lake Study AreaAquilla Lake Study Area

The Lake Itself;

Upstream Limits:
A few miles up 
Hackberry and Aquilla 
Creeks;

Downstream Limits:
From the Dam to the 
Brazos River
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BUILDING STRONG®

Three types of storage:

1)  Sediment Pool – Set aside for sediment deposition

2)  Conservation Pool – Generally used for water supply 
or hydropower

3)  Flood Pool – Storage used to temporarily retain 
floodwaters to reduce downstream flooding

OverviewOverview
What is Storage?What is Storage?

BUILDING STRONG®

Became operational in 1982

Top of Flood Pool (556.0 msl)
94,634 acre/feet of storage

Top of Conservation Pool (537.5 msl)
45,235 acre/feet of storage
3,164 surface acres at conservation pool

Bottom of Conservation Pool (503.0 msl)

Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
Aquilla LakeAquilla Lake StorageStorage
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BUILDING STRONG®

Top of Conservation Pool

Storage Reallocation (“Pool Rise”) = 
New Top of Conservation Pool

Top of Flood Pool

Aquilla Lake Reallocation SchematicAquilla Lake Reallocation Schematic

Emergency
Spillway

Outlet Conduit

BUILDING STRONG®

No Action Alternative:
Current elevation 537.5 msl

Reallocation Alternatives:
• Alt 1 – Elevation 540.0 msl (2.5 feet)
• Alt 2 – Elevation 542.0 msl (4.5 feet)
• Alt 3 – Elevation 544.0 msl (6.5 feet)

Other Alternatives:
Pipeline from Lake Whitney and desalinization plant

Preliminary Alternative EvaluationsPreliminary Alternative Evaluations
Alternatives to be AnalyzedAlternatives to be Analyzed
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BUILDING STRONG®

Preliminary Alternative Analysis
Factors to be Evaluated

 Increased water supply & water rights

 Environmental impacts

 Dam safety & continued flood control

 Facility relocations/modifications

 Impacts to cultural resources

 Costs estimates for implementation

BUILDING STRONG®

Preliminary Alternative EvaluationsPreliminary Alternative Evaluations
Storage Simulation ResultsStorage Simulation Results

RiverWareRiverWare SoftwareSoftware

20,213 (+3,768)16,62068,144544.00Alt # 3

18,908 (+2,463)16,37059,650542.00Alt # 2

17,749 (+1,304)15,05052,659540.00Alt # 1

16,44513,68044,577537.50Existing

RiverWare
(ac-ft/yr)

WAM
(ac-ft/yr)(acre-feet)(feet)Alternative

Dependable
Yield

Conservation
Pool Capacity

Elevation at
Top of

Conservation

Top of
Conservation

Pool
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BUILDING STRONG®

Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
EnvironmentalEnvironmental

Vegetative Cover TypeVegetative Cover Type

3.6%19.9%11.7%1.1%27.3%3.3%2.3%30.9%Percent of 
Total Area

3652,0421,1991132,8023342313,164Acres

SavannaDeciduous 
Shrubland

GrasslandHerbaceous 
Wetland

Upland ForestRiparian 
Woodland

Disturbed 
Areas

Lake 
Surface

Type

BUILDING STRONG®

Habitat quality was measured using U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Services Habitat Evaluation Procedures 
(HEP)

Assesses the quality of the habitat by using indicator 
species for each cover type available taking into 
account life requisites such as available food, size 
and density of cover, etc.

A Habitat Suitability Indices (HSI) value is assigned with 
1.0 being the highest value and 0.0 being no suitable 
habitat available

Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
EnvironmentalEnvironmental
Habitat QualityHabitat Quality
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BUILDING STRONG®

Riparian Woodlands – average quality 0.67 HSI value

Upland Deciduous Forest – good quality 0.74 HSI value

Herbaceous Wetland – average quality 0.54 HSI value

Grassland – average quality 0.48 HSI value 

Deciduous Shrublands – average quality 0.63 HSI value

Savanna – Average quality 0.54 HSI value

Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
EnvironmentalEnvironmental

Habitat Quality Habitat Quality ConCon’’tt

BUILDING STRONG®

There are currently seepage issues at Aquilla Lake

A seepage mitigation plan is currently being 
implemented 
- Corps is currently installing relief wells and collector 
ditches

After the plan is implemented there will be a few years of 
monitoring required

Before an actual pool raise could occur, these issues 
have to be resolved

Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
Dam SafetyDam Safety
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BUILDING STRONG®

Aquilla currently provides flood protection for downstream 
reaches, but these are mostly farm fields and non-
residential structures.

Existing perched spillway is being evaluated to ensure that 
it doesn’t erode if flooded

If analysis shows that it may erode during potential 
discharge events, then it will have to be protected as part 
of a pool raise project

Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
Dam Safety Dam Safety ConCon’’tt..

BUILDING STRONG®

Aquilla is a good prospect for a pool raise due to the fact 
that there are very few recreational facilities and/or 
utilities that would have to be relocated

There are only 2 main boat ramps and three restrooms

If a facility were impacted it would be relocated to a higher 
elevation 

Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
Facility Relocations/ModificationsFacility Relocations/Modifications
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BUILDING STRONG®

Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
CostsCosts

Aquilla Reallocation Study Costs ~ $2.0 million and cost shared 50/50

Implementation costs could include (100% non-Federal 
responsibilities):

• Required relocations of facilities
• Updated cost of storage
• Environmental mitigation
• Cultural resource mitigation
• Spillway/Dam modifications
• Other construction expenses, if any

BUILDING STRONG®

There are numerous cultural resource sites that have the 
potential to be affected by a pool raise.  

Detailed cultural surveys will be conducted and sites that 
would be threatened by a pool raise would be 
mitigated.

Existing ConditionsExisting Conditions
Cultural ResourcesCultural Resources



12

BUILDING STRONG®

• Huge effort still remains
• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

compliance 
• Mitigation plan
• State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) 

concurrence
• Dam safety compliance needs to be 

implemented

Alternative EvaluationsAlternative Evaluations
Remaining EffortsRemaining Efforts

BUILDING STRONG®

• Finish Alternative Evaluation – Jan. 2011
• Another public meeting required

• Draft Reallocation Report - Jan 2012 
• 30-day public comment period after draft report 

completed

• Final Reallocation Report – Sep 2012

• BRA Apply for Permit – tbd

• Implement pool raise if determined appropriate and 
permitted - tbd

Where do we go from here?Where do we go from here?
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BUILDING STRONG®

QuestionsQuestions
oror

CommentsComments

BUILDING STRONG®

Rob Newman 
817-886-1762

Rob.Newman@usace.army.mil
CESWF-PER-PP
PO Box 17300

Fort Worth, Texas 76102-0300

Brad Brunett
254-761-3171

bradb@brazos.org
Brazos River Authority

PO Box 7555
Waco, Texas 

Contact InformationContact Information







DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P. O. BOX 17300 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102-0300 

  
August 14, 2008 

 
 
Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division  
 
 
Mr. Mark Fisher 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
12100 Park Circle 35, Building F MC-150 
Austin, Texas  78711 
 
Dear Mr. Fisher: 

 
This letter is to officially inform you that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is 

conducting Phase II, Aquilla Lake Storage Reallocation, of the Brazos Systems Assessment 
Interim Feasibility Study. The main focus of the investigation will be to perform a detailed 
investigation of the reallocation of storage capacity within Aquilla Lake in the Brazos River 
basin and prepare an Integrated Interim Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment.  The 
non-Federal sponsor for the study is the Brazos River Authority (BRA).   

 
The reallocation study being conducted on Aquilla Lake was initiated due to the findings 

in Phase I of the Brazos Systems Assessment which is a basin-wide study focusing on the portion 
of the basin which includes, or is impacted by the nine Federal reservoirs owned and operated by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Aquilla was determined to be most suitable for a reallocation 
study at this time.  Subsequent reallocation studies at the other Federal reservoirs may be 
considered during subsequent phases of the basin-wide study.  The basin-wide study was 
initiated as a partial response to House and Senate resolutions by the committee on Public 
Works, United States Senate, 83rd Congress, adopted August 12, 1954, as quoted below: 

 
"Resolved by the Committee on Public Works of the United States Senate, That the Board of 
Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, created under Section 3 of the River and Harbor Act, 
approved June 13, 1902, be and is hereby requested to review the report of the Chief of 
Engineers printed in House Document Numbered 181, Seventy-second Congress, first session, 
and other reports on the Brazos River and tributaries, Texas, with a view to determining whether 
any modification of the recommendations contained therein should be made at this time." 
 

A full suite of alternatives will be considered during the reallocation study to address the 
aquatic resource problems, opportunities and needs and several different reallocation scenarios.  
Three sets of public meetings are anticipated during the duration of this project.  The first 
meeting will be held during the development of alternatives and is tentatively scheduled for 
January 2009.  A second meeting is expected to be held in December 2009 after the 
recommended plan is selected.  A third and final meeting will be held after the Draft Feasibility 
Report and Integrated Environmental Assessment is released for public review which is 
scheduled for February 2011. 



We are asking that you assign a technical point of contact in order to continue the 
coordination for the National Environmental Policy Act process.  In addition, if your agency has 
any information that may be pertinent to the study we ask that you provide it at this time.  If you 
have any additional questions or comments, please feel free to contact Mr. Billy Haferkamp at 
(817) 886-1713 or by mail at CESWF-PER-EE, PO Box 17300, 819 Taylor St, Fort Worth, 
Texas 76102-0300.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

 
  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

William Fickel, Jr. 
Chief, Planning, Environmental, and  
 Regulatory Division 

 
 
 
 

Haferkamp/1713 
GODFREY, CESWF-PER-EE 

HARBERG, CESWF-PER-E 
FICKEL, CESWF-PER 

                                   



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P. O. BOX 17300 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102-0300 

  
August 14, 2008 

 
 
Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division  
 
 
Mr. Tom Cloud 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
711 Stadium Dr,. Suite 252 
Arlington, TX  76011 
 
Dear Mr. Cloud: 

 
This letter is to officially inform you that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is 

conducting Phase II, Aquilla Lake Storage Reallocation, of the Brazos Systems Assessment 
Interim Feasibility Study. The main focus of the investigation will be to perform a detailed 
investigation of the reallocation of storage capacity within Aquilla Lake in the Brazos River 
basin and prepare an Integrated Interim Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment.  The 
non-Federal sponsor for the study is the Brazos River Authority (BRA).   

 
The reallocation study being conducted on Aquilla Lake was initiated due to the findings 

in Phase I of the Brazos Systems Assessment which is a basin-wide study focusing on the portion 
of the basin which includes, or is impacted by the nine Federal reservoirs owned and operated by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Aquilla was determined to be most suitable for a reallocation 
study at this time.  Subsequent reallocation studies at the other Federal reservoirs may be 
considered during subsequent phases of the basin-wide study.  The basin-wide study was 
initiated as a partial response to House and Senate resolutions by the committee on Public 
Works, United States Senate, 83rd Congress, adopted August 12, 1954, as quoted below: 

 
"Resolved by the Committee on Public Works of the United States Senate, That the Board of 
Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, created under Section 3 of the River and Harbor Act, 
approved June 13, 1902, be and is hereby requested to review the report of the Chief of 
Engineers printed in House Document Numbered 181, Seventy-second Congress, first session, 
and other reports on the Brazos River and tributaries, Texas, with a view to determining whether 
any modification of the recommendations contained therein should be made at this time." 
 

A full suite of alternatives will be considered during the reallocation study to address the 
aquatic resource problems, opportunities and needs and several different reallocation scenarios.  
Three sets of public meetings are anticipated during the duration of this project.  The first 
meeting will be held during the development of alternatives and is tentatively scheduled for 
January 2009.  A second meeting is expected to be held in December 2009 after the 
recommended plan is selected.  A third and final meeting will be held after the Draft Feasibility 



Report and Integrated Environmental Assessment is released for public review which is 
scheduled for February 2011. 

 
Your agency has provided technical support during Phase I of the Systems Assessment 

by attending team meetings and so far in Phase II by participating in field trips to Aquilla to 
determine existing conditions.  We are asking that your agency continue to provide technical 
support in order to continue coordination for the National Environmental Policy Act process.  In 
addition, if your agency has any additional information that may be pertinent to the study we ask 
that you provide it at this time.  If you have any additional questions or comments, please feel 
free to contact Mr. Billy Haferkamp at (817) 886-1713, or by mail at CESWF-PER-EE, PO Box 
17300, 819 Taylor St, Fort Worth, Texas 76102-0300.  Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      William Fickel, Jr.    
          Chief, Planning, Environmental, and 

          Regulatory Division  
 
 
 
 

Haferkamp/1713 
GODFREY, CESWF-PER-EE 

HARBERG, CESWF-PER-E 
                  FICKEL, CESWF-PER 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P. O. BOX 17300 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102-0300 

  
August 14, 2008 

 
 
Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division  
 
 
Ms. Ronda Smith 
Office of Planning and Coordination 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, Mail Stop 6ENXP 
Dallas, Texas 75202 
 
Dear Ms. Smith: 

 
This letter is to officially inform you that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is 

conducting Phase II, Aquilla Lake Storage Reallocation, of the Brazos Systems Assessment 
Interim Feasibility Study. The main focus of the investigation will be to perform a detailed 
investigation of the reallocation of storage capacity within Aquilla Lake in the Brazos River 
basin and prepare an Integrated Interim Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment.  The 
non-Federal sponsor for the study is the Brazos River Authority (BRA).   

 
The reallocation study being conducted on Aquilla Lake was initiated due to the findings 

in Phase I of the Brazos Systems Assessment which is a basin-wide study focusing on the portion 
of the basin which includes, or is impacted by the nine Federal reservoirs owned and operated by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Aquilla was determined to be most suitable for a reallocation 
study at this time.  Subsequent reallocation studies at the other Federal reservoirs may be 
considered during subsequent phases of the basin-wide study.  The basin-wide study was 
initiated as a partial response to House and Senate resolutions by the committee on Public 
Works, United States Senate, 83rd Congress, adopted August 12, 1954, as quoted below: 

 
"Resolved by the Committee on Public Works of the United States Senate, That the Board of 
Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, created under Section 3 of the River and Harbor Act, 
approved June 13, 1902, be and is hereby requested to review the report of the Chief of 
Engineers printed in House Document Numbered 181, Seventy-second Congress, first session, 
and other reports on the Brazos River and tributaries, Texas, with a view to determining whether 
any modification of the recommendations contained therein should be made at this time." 
 

A full suite of alternatives will be considered during the reallocation study to address the 
aquatic resource problems, opportunities and needs and several different reallocation scenarios.  
Three sets of public meetings are anticipated during the duration of this project.  The first 
meeting will be held during the development of alternatives and is tentatively scheduled for 
January 2009.  A second meeting is expected to be held in December 2009 after the 
recommended plan is selected.  A third and final meeting will be held after the Draft Feasibility 



Report and Integrated Environmental Assessment is released for public review which is 
scheduled for February 2011. 

 
We are asking that you assign a technical point of contact in order to continue the 

coordination for the National Environmental Policy Act process.  In addition, if your agency has 
any information that may be pertinent to the study we ask that you provide it at this time.  If you 
have any additional questions or comments, please feel free to contact Mr. Billy Haferkamp at 
(817) 886-1713 or by mail at CESWF-PER-EE, PO Box 17300, 819 Taylor St, Fort Worth, 
Texas 76102-0300.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 

 
  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

William Fickel, Jr. 
Chief, Planning, Environmental, and  
 Regulatory Division 

 
 
 
 

Haferkamp/1713 
GODFREY, CESWF-PER-EE 

HARBERG, CESWF-PER-E 
FICKEL, CESWF-PER 



 

 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P. O. BOX 17300 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102-0300 
 
REPLY TO 

ATTENTION OF:   August 14, 2008 
 
 
 

Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division 
 
 
Rollin MacRae 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas 78744 

 
Dear Mr. MacRae: 
 

This letter is to officially inform you that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is 
conducting Phase II, Aquilla Lake Storage Reallocation, of the Brazos Systems Assessment 
Interim Feasibility Study. The main focus of the investigation will be to perform a detailed 
investigation of the reallocation of storage capacity within Aquilla Lake in the Brazos River 
basin and prepare an Integrated Interim Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment.  The 
non-Federal sponsor for the study is the Brazos River Authority (BRA).   

 
The reallocation study being conducted on Aquilla Lake was initiated due to the findings 

in Phase I of the Brazos Systems Assessment which is a basin-wide study focusing on the portion 
of the basin which includes, or is impacted by the nine Federal reservoirs owned and operated by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Aquilla was determined to be most suitable for a reallocation 
study at this time.  Subsequent reallocation studies at the other Federal reservoirs may be 
considered during subsequent phases of the basin-wide study.  The basin-wide study was 
initiated as a partial response to House and Senate resolutions by the committee on Public 
Works, United States Senate, 83rd Congress, adopted August 12, 1954, as quoted below: 

 
"Resolved by the Committee on Public Works of the United States Senate, That the Board of 
Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, created under Section 3 of the River and Harbor Act, 
approved June 13, 1902, be and is hereby requested to review the report of the Chief of 
Engineers printed in House Document Numbered 181, Seventy-second Congress, first session, 
and other reports on the Brazos River and tributaries, Texas, with a view to determining whether 
any modification of the recommendations contained therein should be made at this time." 
 

A full suite of alternatives will be considered during the reallocation study to address the 
aquatic resource problems, opportunities and needs and several different reallocation scenarios.  
Three sets of public meetings are anticipated during the duration of this project.  The first 
meeting will be held during the development of alternatives and is tentatively scheduled for 
January 2009.  A second meeting is expected to be held in December 2009 after the 

 



 

recommended plan is selected.  A third and final meeting will be held after the Draft Feasibility 
Report and Integrated Environmental Assessment is released for public review which is 
scheduled for February 2011. 
 

Your agency has provided technical support during Phase I of the Systems Assessment 
by attending team meetings and so far in Phase II by participating in field trips to Aquilla to 
determine existing conditions.  We are asking that your agency continue to provide technical 
support in order to continue coordination for the National Environmental Policy Act process.  In 
addition, if your agency has any additional information that may be pertinent to the study we ask 
that you provide it at this time.  If you have any additional questions or comments, please feel 
free to contact Mr. Billy Haferkamp at (817) 886-1713, or by mail at CESWF-PER-EE, PO Box 
17300, 819 Taylor St, Fort Worth, Texas 76102-0300.  Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      William Fickel, Jr.    
          Chief, Planning, Environmental, and 
      Regulatory Division  

 
 

Copies of this letter sent to: 
 
Kathy Boydston, Julie Wicker, and Tom Heger 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas 78744 
 
 

Haferkamp/1713 
GODFREY, CESWF-PER-EE 

HARBERG, CESWF-PER-E 
FICKEL, CESWF-PER 




