LAREDO, TEXA
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CITY OF LAREDO

November 19, 1991

1735

Mr. Chet Clarke

Head, Remediation Unit I

Responsible Party Remediation Section
Petroleum Storage Tank Division

Texas Water Commission

P. 0. Box 13087 Capitol Station
Austin, TX 78711-3087

Re: Laredo International Airport
LPST ID No. 95021

Dear Mr. Clarke:

Thank you for the assistance that you and your staff
have given to our airport fuel contamination project.

We have previously corresponded and agreed to do
additional site assessment work at the airport, formerly
Laredo Air Force Base. However, recent discoveries of new
information suggest that it would be prudent to defer the
additional site assessment work until the Corps of Engineers
complete the removal of the non beneficial use U.S.T.(s).

The information recently found has increased the number
of reasons why the city believes the contamination to have
peen caused by the Army and Air Force and not the City's
operators. This list of reasons has increased from 12 in
September 1990 to 20 in October 1991 to 23 in November 11,

1991.

An aerial photograph dated July 7, 1954 clearly shows
the surface at the six beneficial use U.S.T.(s) to be
saturated with what we believe to be fuel. There are other
areas as well that exhibit saturation at the surface. See

attachment no. 1.

An active and large fuel farm since the early 1940's,
yet the industrial waste treatment plant to process the
contaminated water was not built until 1969. The question
arises as to how the military disposed of the contaminated
water through the years prior to 1969. The absence of the
industrial waste treatment plant suggests that the government
contributed to the contamination of the area until 1969.
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We have drawings produced by the government that show
gravel pits used for the disposal of contaminated water.
These drawings also show that gravel was added to the cavity
of the six beneficial use U.S5.T.(s) and pump station areas in
1969. The question arises, was the purpose for adding the
gravel to remove contaminated soil and or to disperse the
contaminated water away from the surface? The 1954 aerial
photograph shows the ground at these areas to be saturated.

The additional site assessment work requested of the
City by the Texas Water Commission will only serve to confirm
what we already know from old government records of the fuel
farm. Thus, we know before hand to a large degree of
certainty what the additional site assessment work will

reveal.

Mr. Ted Nicholson with the Corps of Engineers was in
Laredo gathering information for the design phase of the
project to remove the non beneficial use U.S.T.(s). Plans
and specifications are scheduled for completion by December
31, 1991 after which bids will be solicited. we anticipate
that the removal of the non-beneficial use tanks will
commence by May 1992 or earlier. Reference the letter dated
October 29, 1991 from Col. Michael H. Fellows, Chief,
Environmental Restoration Division with the Corps of

Engineers.

It is evident based on the information that the City has
gathered that removal of U.S.T.(s) by the Corps will show
contamination. The Corps will then perform site assessment
work to identify the extent of the contamination. We believe
that when the Corps completes the site assessment occasioned
by the non beneficial use U.S5.T.(s), that this assessment
will confirm the City's contention that the contamination was
caused by the Military and not the City's operators.

We believe that the deferral herein requested would
serve to more effectively apply the airport's limited
financial resources.

This request is supported by:

1. Daily removal of free product from the two recovery
wells. Amount of Tecovery is diminishing. Daily removal

will continue.

2. Commitment by the U. s§. Corps of Engineers to remove non-
beneficial U.S.T.(s). See letter dated October 29, 1991,
from Col. Michael H. Fellows with the Corps of Engineers.
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the Army and aAir Force and not the City's operators.
There are 23 reasons; see attachments ] and 2.

4. Only three of the Six U.S.T.(s) are active. OQur goal is
to cease use of the remaining three U.S.T.s as soon as
possible,

5. No free product detected at the downgradient monitor
wells. We wil] continue to monitor these wells on a

daily basis.

regarding the monijtor wells.

I hope that YOou concur with the City's request and agree
that a temporary ( until the Corps completes the removal of
the non beneficial use U.S.T.(s) ) deferral for performing
additional site assessment work by the City is the Prudent
and reasonable course of action to take,

Sincerely,

Peter H. var as
City Manhager

xc: C. Villarreal
H. Domerackj
J. Aranda
A. McGettrick
D. Arredondo
J. Flores
R. Niebuhr, U S CORPs OF ENGINEERS
R. Duarte, vy g CORPS OF ENGINEERS

Attachments

twc/1tr9
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LAREDO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
FUEL FARM
OCTOBER 1991

List of reasons why the City believes that the contamination
was caused by the military and not the City's operators.

1.

2.

10.
11.

12.

13.
14.
15.
16.

The six City beneficial use USTs tested tight
The supply and return fuel lines tested tight
Equipped with cathodic Protection

The six beneficial use U.S.T.(s) have overfill
prevention

Fuel interceptor tank to collect accidental spills at
loading and unloading area and collect contaminated
water from the filtration system

Fuel contamination found upgradient
Abandoned fuel tanks and lines at this site

The six beneficial use tanks were in sound condition
when inspected in 1975 during conversion.

No reports of fuel contamination at the six beneficial
use tanks from FBOs, airlines, or military, i.e., rust,
excessive moisture, etc.

FBOs have not reported loss of fuel product

The fuel farm was first used extensively by the Army and
later by the Air Force from 1942 to 1975

Gravel sumps were used by the Air Force to drain
contaminated water from jet fuel filter vessels

Use of soil sterilants
Use of liquid asphalt to treat the surface
A flood in 1950s unearthed some USTs.

Contamination found close to the surface which suggest
surface spills and or introduction of contaminated soil

Attachment 2
Page 1 of 2
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Industrial waste treatment plant built in 1969 which
includes a sludge bed pond. How was the contaminated
water processed / disposed of from 1942 to 19692

Three bore holes by the Corps in early 1950s. oOne bore
hole shows o0j} Seepage at 3.5 feet.

Gravel bed 10' x 20" adjacent to the beneficial use
tanks and along r.o.w. and at fill station area.

photo shows a saturated ground sSurface
at the 6 U.5.T.s, at the bump station, at the
aboveground tanks, etc.

Attachment 2
Page 2 of 2
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

U.S. Army Corps of Engingers
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20314-1000

99 0CT 199t

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

Military Programs

Mr. Peter H. Vargas
City of Laredo

P.O. Box 579

Laredo, TX 78042-0579

Dear Mr. vargas:

This is in response to your letter of
September 12, 1991, Tregarding the Defense
Environmental Restoration Program for Formerly Used
Defense Sites (DERP—FUDS), Site No. KO6TX021301. 1In
your letter you Tequested that the Corps of Engineers

situations that Pose an immediate danger to human
health or the environment. It ig our opinion that
this situation does not warrant such action, nor would
the rapid response process allow us to circumvent
technical or regulatory requirements,

befcre end of March 1992, nder the current schedule
the USTs will be removed in lessg time than it would
take to initiate a rapid response contract.

After the USTs have been removed and the soil
tested for contaminants, along with the soil vapor
tests proposed by the City of Laredo, sufficient data
should be available to determine the sSource of the
free product. Based on these findings, a

60657



-2-

Suggest that the above information be relayed to
the Texas Water Commission as an indication of good

Mr. Mark Simmons at (817) 334-9923; his address is:
Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth District, CESWF—ED-GH,
P.O. Box 17300, Fort Worth, Texas 76102-0300.

Sincerely,

%ﬂp //ijc, o

%%VL’ Michael H. Fellows
Colonel, Corps of Engineers
Chief, Environmental Restoration
Division
Directorate of Military Programs
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